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Editor's preface

Khen playing is without doubt one of the essential parts of Lao musical
traditions. Many people identify the sound of the khen with their native
cultural expressions.

In the Archives of Traditional Music of Laos we collected 602 sound and
video documents of khen playing and khen making. We learned that people
living in Laos use different kinds of khen with different intentions and a
great range of highly finished repertoires. Therefore, the whole phenomenon
of khen playing in Laos has many images.

On the other hand, to the young generation, especially in urban centers,
which didn't have any chance to come in contact with traditional musical
practice, the khen sounds undifferentiated as an antiquated musical
instrument and is anticipated as a sign of cultural backwardness.

The first step to open their mind is to help them to understand the
multifaceted culture of khen playing and the art of khen making in their own
language. Using modern scientific methods, now it is possible to make
traditional musical culture accessible to many people with different
backgrounds.

So, modernity and tradition do not except each other. They are both parts of
our present life. The ATML-team with Kongdeuane Nettavong tried in the
following study to overcome this bias in a very successful way.

Vientiane, June 2002

Gisa Jahnichen

Khen = Khaen = Khene
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4.2.4. Pitches and sound structures
Ta9sa98]guau (chmummumjanauu)

The tuning of many kinds of Lao music is based on the khen -tuning, which has
seven tones per octave, in intervals that match closely those of European
diatonic tuning. But we find individual differences as well as a variety of distinct
sound structures created through highly refined playing techniques.

pitches ) H c D E F G AIlN]C D' E' P G' | A"

(elative | | o | po | Re | Mi | Fa | Sol | La | Si | Do | Re | Mi | Fa | Sol | La
pitches)

amee' e |7 |1 | 2|3|4|5 |6 |71 |2|3|4a|5] 6
I + . + I
% - = = ; < . - | — ":
- —
A
<« - “

So, the mentioned pitches can slightly differ from instrument to instrument and
the lowest note can vary - according to the size of the instrument - up and down
to a minor sixt. Additionally, through using octaves of pitches, which are not
exactly in a 1200-Cent distance, special overtones and reflexions are produced.
These effects are a part of the general sound structure and do not appear by
accident. They make that people "feel" the sound even physically.

ghduuey 7, 8 (Pitches)

Pipes Pitches

ANUOU 29 %nﬁaaﬁaénaeuisﬁn an'iﬁoﬁacan
2 =1 A 6

2 =2 H 7

2 =2 C 1

=3 d 2

©=4 e 3

=95 F =

®=6 g (299) 5

2 =3 g (209) 5
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