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Foreword

The Research Committee of the Department of Lao Language and Literature has
done a thorough research on Phiin Viang (The Legend of Vientiane) in a similar way,
as was previously the case with “Kap Miiang Phuan” and “San Liipphasun”. All these
literary works, already printed and distributed, are important masterpieces reflecting
historical events during the era when the kingdom of Lan Sang was declining. The
three works differ only in respect of their specific content, span of time, and certain
events highlighted in different contexts. Phiin Viang refers to important historical
events during the reign of Chao Anu (1804-1829), especially during the vyears
1817-1829, and to some events during Siamese-Vietnamese wars after the death of
Chao Anu. As Phiin Viang highlights Chao Anu’s heroic, though desperate, struggle to
regain independence from Siamese rule,-it is justified to call this epic poem “Legend
of Vientiane during the times of Chao Anu”. Thus-it would not be confused with a
different version of Phiin Viang, which is colloquially called the legend of Thao Lao
Kham. Though it also deals with Chao Anu, it resembles more a folk legend than a
story based on real_historical events. However, our version of Phiin_Viang, published
in this volume, reflects real historical events and displays real characters: It conforms
to historical events documented in contemporary Lao and Siamese -sources.
Moreover, a number of details mentioned /in this literary work are not mentioned in
any historical source, One can observe that the author of Phiin Viang was not a
partisan historian but'wasa poet who had witnessed most of the events that he had
described, though he might have learned about parts of the events from hearsay. Thus
the historical narrative of Phiin Viang is of utmost importance for further historical
research.

Apart from a thoroughly revised edition of “The Legend of Vientiane during
the times of Chao Anu”, which is the rare edition difficult to find at present, the
Research Committee also collected and critically examined the analyses and points of
views of different researchers, both from inside and outside the country. Furthermore.
it provided a concise history of Laos during the late Lan Sang period. The main
points of this volume have also been translated into English so as to increase the
accessibility of traditional Lao literature to foreign researchers and students.

Among the three legends compiled so far, “Phiin Viang during the Chao Anu
Era” 1s the latest work published within the framework of the research project entitled
“Traditional Lao Literature during the late Lan Sang period”. This project has
received inspiring help from the former German expert of the German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD) Prof. Dr. Volker GRABOWSKY and continuous financial
support from THE TOYOTA FOUNDATION of Japan here especially help from the first
coordinator Mr. Shiro HONDA, and his successor Miss Reiko OGAWA. who paid close
attention to this research until it has been completed successfully.



The Rector of the National University of Laos would like to express our
sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the researchers, the supervisors and the
German experts concerned who had devoted much effort to make this research a great
success and we do hope that this achievement will be beneficial to teachers and
students for their teaching and learning in the National University of Laos and to
those who are interested in the history of Laos. On this occasion, we would like to
express once again our sincere gratitude to the DAAD of the Federal Republic of
Germany for sending us an able expert to assist us from the commencement of the
project until its success as well as a special thanks to THE TOYOTA FOUNDATION of
Japan who provided funds for research and printing. We also would like to express our
special sincere gratitude to Dr. Foon Ming LIEW and Charles SANFT and all the
counterparts who took great pains in polishing up the English version. Moreover,
there are more academicians whose names could not be listed here, albeit they had
made valuable suggestions of how to improve certain parts of this research work.

We are looking forward to receiving more assistance, cooperation and research
funds for our university in the future.

Date June 20, 2004

Rector of National University of Laos

Prof. Dr. Somkot Mangnomek
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