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The Sang Sinxay epic has been well-known on both sides of the Mekong River long be-
fore Laos and Thailand were separated by an international border. This epic of a brave, toler-
ant, dedicated hero has been handed down in the form of desana (dhamma talks) and story-
telling, using artful language to teach moral and literary aesthetics. Sang Sinxay is a literary
masterpiece whose cultural and intellectual legacy has been handed down from ancient
scholars to the present generation. The story is beautifully composed in an intricate poetic
form which many literary scholars view as the author’s effort to apply local wisdom interwoven
with Buddhist philosophy so that the people believe that it is one of the Jatakas (the stories of
Buddha's previous lives). In reality, Sinxay is not found in any of the Jataka collections, either
canonical or non-canonical.

Sang Sinxay's renaissance on both sides of the Mekong reflects the wisdom related to
the current changes in society and culture in the 21 century.
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