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INTRODUCTION

Dear Reader:

The Story of Two Friends,
Book 3 1s a continuation of
Books 1 and 2. If you have
not yet read the first two
books, and start reading Book
3 right away you might not
understand it very well or may
become confused. So please
read Books 1 and 2 first so
you can understand the
material in the correct order.
After finishing this book, we
hope that you will want to
read Book 4, the last book of
the series, as well.

For further information, you
may write to:



The funds for publishing

this book were supplied by
I

111(3-95, 5000 copies)



(N29R[OSTua[08 WS 3
The Story of Two Friends, Book 3

3



(de9RTodTivaroRNRL 1 Fiuwdy 2 (SMSIVLICRD NTVERD

1 Cron S o s o o ! Cl.l.ﬂ 1 A& v C'D
Sadnuwonlynade@ulaganginoe tantiiSaen lagynilaoLdigynes

I &u L'"La-rd G.LI ™ A o O d 2 I d..
zgnehg?n'ﬁanuunqun‘ta? UEU9IR09R90 (2900198289 WU

< L) tl:b ¢|L T -] --6.
venifynauiiuuageytanfivyngsnliivian wav@anugnesniduen
B O C!t. a g | s tjb I u ﬂq.’..': 1.,: T (‘:-l I. ch. Cs.. o™
taisusuguanofivgsnagy lualsdliv. umSun 3 UHenImn@e e
™ o/ a s q‘.: [ B 2 du 1 ﬁ o & A ° ar | .I 1.’.: o
SUFuaatSluRun 2 faalegauaus 3 Uadon leeaudmavy 4
(OJuIgzi2alasin.

In the first two books of this series we read about a group of people
who were very interested in knowing where the world and everything in
it came from. A man named Laud had the creator's book which gives
answers to these questions. Laud liked to go around telling people what
the book said. At the close of Book Two, Laud was at his friend Sii's

house talking with people who were interested. The story in this book
picks up from there. After you finish this book you will want to read the

end of the story in Book 4 so that you do not miss anything.
4
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The Story of Two
Friends, Book 3

The next morning the leading
men of the village gathered in
Uncle Thaa's house. They
discussed at length whether to
keep following the spirits or not.
They all said that they wanted to
follow the creator instead,
because they were sick and tired
of the spirits. The spirits never do
anything good for people; they
demand continual sacrifices of
ducks, chickens, and cows and
always cause trouble and make
people afraid. But the creator isn't
like this. He's wonderful and
good and created everything for
people. He even made a way for
people to become right with him
again, and those who follow his
way will get to go to heaven, the
place that the creator has
specially prepared for people, and
where the creator himself is the
owner and ruler.
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All the men said that they
really wanted to go to heaven.
They agreed that they wanted
to go the way of the creator

5 Just as Laud did, but they

were not sure how. Besides
they were still afraid of the
Spirits.

“We're going to have to ask
Laud about this, about how
we can get free from the
spirits,” they said.

That evening after dark the
village leaders gathered again.
This time Laud was there.
Uncle Thaa told Laud, “We
have decided to follow the
creator.

“But tell us,” he asked,
“how can we break away from
the spirits without them
taking revenge on us?”

“That's what I was afraid of
too before I left the spirits,”
Laud said. “I was afraid I
wouldn't quite make 1t to the
creator— that the spirits would
get me first.”

“So what did you do?”
Uncle Thaa asked.
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“Great! That's what |
want to hear about.” Uncle
Thaa said. “I want to lead
my family on the right and
true path, the path of light,
and get off this path of
darkness. The devil has
tricked us into taking the
path of darkness for long
enough.”

Then Laud continued,
“Seth, who I just
mentioned, believed and
obeyed the creator. He had
many descendants. One of
his descendants was named
Enoch. Enoch was born
492 years after his ancestor
Seth. But Seth was still
living because people in
those days lived a long
time. Now, Enoch believed
firmly in the creator and
was very committed to
him. The creator was very
pleased with him. When
Enoch was 365 years old
the creator took him up to
be with himself, and he
was never seen again.
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The creator wants everyone
in the world to get right
with him, so we can all go
to be with him like Enoch.”

Then Laud asked those
sitting there, “What do
think? Wouldn't you like to
go to heaven like Enoch?”

“We sure would,”
everyone responded.

Saa asked, “Are you sure
Enoch didn't just get sick
and die? You don't mean to
say that the creator actually
took him right straight up
to heaven?”

“That's what I mean,”
Laud replied. “The creator
took him right up to
heaven. Open the creator's
book to chapter 5. What
does it say?”

So Saa read from chapter
5:21-24:
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21 When Enoch had
lived 65 years, he
became the father of
Methuselah. 22 And
after he became the
father of Methuselah,
Enoch walked with the
creator 300 years and
had other sons and
daughters. 23
Altogether, Enoch lived
365 years. 24 Enoch
walked with the creator:
then he was no more,
because the creator took
him away.

Then Laud said, “What a
great way to go! No death,
no sickness, no pain! Just
disappear and go right up to
be with the creator. And
since heaven belongs to the
creator, your family wouldn't
have to worry about you at
all.

“Enoch had many
descendants. One of them
was named Noah. During
Noah's lifetime the number
of people in the world was
growing rapidly.
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But most of them did not
obey the creator. They just
did whatever they wanted,
and they did all kinds of
evil. They knew about the
creator, but couldn't care
less about him. They just
followed their own desires.
They worshiped whatever
they pleased. They made all
sorts of idols and worshiped
these useless things they had
made instead of worshiping
the creator.

“Our ancestors,” Laud
went on, “had strayed far
from the creator. They were
completely unconcerned and
unaware about him, just
living selfishly for their own
pleasure. The creator had
come up with a way for
them to return to him, but no
one took that path.”

“Then that means that
they were on the path of
darkness, right?” Sii's father
asked.
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“That's right,” responded
Laud. “And those who didn't
obey the creator just got
worse and worse.”

“So what did the creator
do?” S11 asked.

“Look at chapter 6 verse
3, S11,” Laud said. “See what

- the creator said.”

Sii began to read:

3 Then the creator said,
“My Spirit will not
contend with man
forever, for he is mortal;
his days will be a
hundred and twenty
years.”

Then Laud asked him to
read verses 6 and 7 too:

6 The creator was
grieved that he had
made man on the earth,
and his heart was filled
with pain. 7 So the
creator said, “I will
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wipe mankind, whom I
have created, from the
face of the earth; men
and animals, and
creatures that move
along the ground, and
birds of the air; for I am
grieved that I have made
them.”

“So the creator can get
upset too,” Uncle Thaa
remarked.

“Yes,” Laud replied, “the
creator was disappointed by
the people he had made
because of their disobedience
and wickedness. The creator,
who knew everything they
were doing, finally said, ‘I
can't allow these people to go
on like this. They refuse to
listen even though my Spirit
has warned them clearly. I'll
give them another 120 years
and that's it.” He felt bad that
people wouldn't listen to him,
and he wanted everyone to
return to him. But people just
turned away and worshiped
other things. And that's why
he was sad.
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It won't go on forever. It's
like during Noah's time, when
he gave the people 120 years
to change. And when the 120
years was up the people still
hadn't repented, so he
punished them.”

“How'd he punish them?”
Saa asked. “What happened
to them?”

“Take a look at verses 14-
17,” Laud replied. “What did
the creator tell Noah?”

“I'll read 1t,” Saa said, and
began reading:
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14 So make yourself an
ark of cypress wood,;
make rooms in it and
coat it with pitch inside
and out. /5 This is how
you are to build it: The
ark is to be 450 feet
long, 75 feet wide and
45 feet high. /6 Make a
roof for it and finish the
ark to within 18 inches
of the top. Put a door 1n
the side of the ark and
make lower, middle and
upper decks. /71 am
going to bring
floodwaters on the earth
to destroy all life under
the heavens, every
creature that has the
breath of life in it.
Everything on earth will
perish.

o o . d 1 o ‘¢ ) ; ¢
FANc0109, “I8! (Wuo9g 1A Wow!” exclaimed Saa, “the

I creator said he was going to
B send a world flood.”
tSoae0nt5999, “© wuven “That's right,” said Laud.
Yuendadldivatioulan wdocdun O S ——
going to flood the whole
ventue iz tiSoSeanlng®  world. And he told him to
build a huge boat out of wood.
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Then everyone who trusted and
obeyed the creator could go into
the boat to be saved.”

“What about the others?”
Saa asked. “Did the creator let
them know that the world was
going to flood?”

“He told them alright,” said
Laud, “but they wouldn't
listen. Only Noah believed the
creator. Even so, the creator
still loved and cared for
people. He told Noah what
was going to happen and had
Noah tell everyone else.”

Uncle Thaa spoke up, “The
creator really cares about
people, doesn't he? But we're
so stubborn; we refuse to
listen to him or obey him.
When he tells us to do one
thing, we charge off in
another direction and do
something else. Even so the
creator still wants everyone to
escape from sin and
punishment and not have to
die. He sure is patient with

2?

us.
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OTIU['QI"ISUSB‘JU ol and you will enter the ark;
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your wife and your sons'

i wives with you. /9 You
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two of all living creatures,
male and female, to keep
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20 Two of every kind of
bird, of every kind of
animal and of every kind
of creature that moves
along the ground will
come to you to be kept
alive. 2/ You are to take
every kind of food that is
to be eaten and store it
away as food for you and
for them.”

22 Noah did everything
just as the creator
commanded him.

When Uncle Thaa finished,
Laud said, “The boat he told
Noah to make wasn't just an
ordinary one. It was huge, so
big they could put everything
into 1t that they needed. And
the creator told Noah to make
rooms in it, rooms for people
and stalls for animals. Then he
said to gather food for people
and animals and store it in the
boat too.
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seen such a big boat, but Noah
just did what the creator told
him to do. He worked away on
the boat, and kept warning
people too, but they paid no
attention to what he said.
Noah, in contrast, paid

attention to everything the
creator told him. As it says in
verse 22: ‘Noah did everything
just as the creator commanded
him.’

“Noah really believed the
creator,” Laud continued, “so
he paid attention to what the
creator said. That's why the
creator was pleased with him.
As a result he didn't die in the
flood.”

“Noah sure must have had a
lot of merit to escape the
flood,” remarked Sii's father.
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ey o  “No, that's not right,” Laud
replied. “Noah was not saved
by trusting in his own merit.
Noah was a sinner by birth
and had a sinful heart the
same as everybody else.
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He escaped death because of
the creator's goodness, not as
a result of his own efforts.
Noah was trusting in the
creator, obeying and
following him. It was by the
creator's goodness that Noah
was saved.

“Noah took 120 years to
finish the boat. A lot of
people watched him working
on it. And he went and spoke
to those who didn't see him.
But no one believed the
creator's word that there was
going to be a world flood.
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“I?Jj‘fuwuéﬂwmo “Let's read on,” Laud

said. Then he read
chapter 7:1-9:
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I The creator then
said to Noah, “Go
into the ark, you and
your whole family,
because I have
found you righteous
in this generation. 2
Take with you seven
of every kind of
clean animal, a male
and its mate, and
two of every kind of
unclean animal, a
male and its mate,
and also seven of
every kind of bird,
male and female, to
keep their various
kinds alive
throughout the
earth. 4 Seven days
from now I will send
rain on the earth for
forty days and forty
nights, and I will
wipe from the face
of the earth every
living creature |
have made.”
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> And Noah did all that
the creator commanded
him.

6 Noah was six hundred
years old when the
floodwaters came on the
ecarth. 7 And Noah and his
sons and his wife and his
sons' wives entered the
ark to escape the waters
of the flood. & Pairs of
clean and unclean
animals, of birds and of
all creatures that move
along the ground, 9 male
and female, came to Noah
and entered the ark, as
the creator had
commanded Noah.

Then Laud said, “Did you
know that back then it never
rained? In those days there
was only dew to water the
ground. So when Noah told
people that the whole world
was going to flood, nobody
believed him. ‘What rain?’
they mocked. “Where's all the
water going to come from?’
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“And when he started
building a boat, they really
began to make fun of him.
They said all sorts of things
about him, but he kept right
on working. And he kept
warning them, saying, ‘The
creator is giving people only
one hundred and twenty years
more. You'd better listen to
him and come into the boat so
you don't drown in the flood.’
Noah kept telling them that
this was the only way to be
saved.”

“What a pity that all those
people didn't listen to the
creator,” Uncle Thaa
remarked. “Why are people so
dense? The creator's message
was so believable, but still
they wouldn't listen.”

“This demonstrates,” Laud
went on, “that the creator does
exactly what he says he will.
He never lies to anyone. He

said the world was going to
flood, and it did.
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“When Noah had finished
the boat, the creator told Noah
and his wife, his sons and
daughters-in-law to go into
the boat and he caused a pair
of each kind of animal to go
in as well. But he had seven
pairs of each kind of animal
used for sacrifice go in.

“I bet the people looking on
were shocked to see the
animals going into the boat in
pairs like that, something they
had never seen happen before.
But none of them decided to
join Noah, even though it was
their very last chance.”

Then Laud turned to Uncle
Thaa and asked him to read
verses 11- 22:

The Flood

/1 In the six hundredth
year of Noah's life, on the
seventeenth day of the
second month; on that
day all the springs of the
great deep burst forth,
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and the floodgates of the
heavens were opened. /2
And rain fell on the
earth forty days and
forty nights. /3 On that
very day Noah and his
sons, Shem, Ham and
Japheth, together with
his wife and the wives of
his three sons, entered
the ark. /4 They had with
them every wild animal
according to its kind, all
livestock according to
their kinds, every
creature that moves
along the ground
according to 1ts kind and
every bird according to
its kind, everything with
wings. /5 Pairs of all
creatures that have the
breath of life in them
came to Noah and
entered the ark. /6 The
animals going in were
male and female of every
living thing, as the
creator had commanded
Noah. Then the creator
shut him in.
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I7 For forty days the flood kept coming
on the earth, and as the waters increased
they lifted the ark high above the earth. /8
The waters rose and increased greatly on
the earth, and the ark floated on the
surface of the water. /9 They rose greatly
on the earth, and all the high mountains
under the entire heavens were covered. 20
The waters rose and covered the
mountains to a depth of more than twenty
feet. 2/ Every living thing that moved on
the earth perished; birds, livestock, wild
animals, all the creatures that swarm over
the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything
on dry land that had the breath of life in
its nostrils died.
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e aﬁoggmqﬁcéﬂdq, When Uncle Thaa stopped
reading he said, “So the creator

3 finally shut the door. The time was
(094N YeQi2aNlUrg  up. And that's the only door there
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drowned because none of them had
listened to the creator. All except
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099 STULINUYNIAVIVLNY  did not escape because they had

an‘twgajaqg Oy u;Uome earned a lot of merit. Rather it was
because they trusted in the creator.
Because they trusted, they went

cﬁnmuuq:uuemmcso. (29  into the boat which the creator had
told them to build. Their lives were

A Sador s Eaqy 2 saved because they trusted in the
NOIVED(RITYLIORIIVS®  (reator's goodness.”
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lofdvevilsnheeqiivoadeitd  Nobody wants to listen to
what the creator has said.

n . Nobody trusts in him. They
Soudladiuey BodadGuuolud  just do whatever they please,
as well as getting involved
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creator that Laud is telling us
about nowadays is the same:
There's only one way.
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If we don't listen to the creator
and go the way he tells us, we
won't make it to the place the
creator has prepared for us.”

“That's exactly right,” Laud
replied. “Nowadays Satan, the
one who came in a snake to
deceive the first woman, 1s still
at work to deceive people and
to confuse them about the right
way. When we're sick, Satan
looks for ways to harm us;
sometimes he has some of
those bad angels, the demons,
take possession of people. They
do all sorts of things to scare
people, and when they take
possession of someone they say
they want to eat a chicken or a
pig. And they say things like,
‘I'm your grandfather,” or ‘I'm
your grandmother,” or some
other person. Or they appear as
some scary figure covered in a
sheet to make people believe
that they're the ghost of a
relative who died.
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“Remember,” continued Laud,
“that evil spirits have power, but
they don't have near as much
power as the creator. So whoever
doesn't trust in the creator is
open to all kinds of attacks from
evil spirits. If the spirits want a
chicken, we sacrifice one to
them. And if we consult a
medium, we follow whatever
advice the medium gives, no
matter what it costs us, because
we're afraid of the spirits. If the
medium says there's something
we can do that will appease the
spirits, like sacrificing a pig, we
do it no matter what it takes. The
demons aren't interested in
helping people; all they ever do
is look for ways to take
advantage of people.”

Laud turned to Sii's father and
said, “A moment ago you were
saying that the creator was the
one who closed the door of the
boat, and that those who listened
to him and believed him were
saved from the flood, but those
who didn't believe all died,
right? Well, it's still the same.
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Those who listen to the creator
and trust in him will escape
and not go to hell, but those
who know but don't believe
will go to hell. It's just like 1t
was back at the time of the
flood. The creator has always
told people the way to be
saved. Those who listen to him
and believe him won't have to
go to hell. That's what he says.
The Bible tells us the way
plainly. If we keep on reading
it together, we'll all come to
know the way to his country
heaven.




“Now let's read more about
Noah,” said Laud. “After they
went into the boat, did the
creator just forget about them?
Read verses 21-24.”
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2I Every living thing that
moved on the earth
perished; birds, livestock,
wild animals, all the
creatures that swarm over
the earth, and all mankind.
22 Everything on dry land
that had the breath of life
in 1ts nostrils died. 23
Every living thing on the
face of the earth was
wiped out; men and
animals and the creatures
that move along the
ground and the birds of the
air were wiped from the
earth. Only Noah was left,
and those with him in the
ark. 24 The waters flooded
the earth for a hundred and
fifty days.
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“See!” exclaimed Uncle Thaa.
“The creator did exactly what he
said he would. He said that
whoever wasn't in the boat would
die, and they all did. The world
was flooded for one hundred and
fifty days. But I bet the creator
didn't forget about the people in
the boat.”

“I'll read on,” Laud said. “Here's
what it says in chapter eight verse

2

onc:

I But the creator
remembered Noah and all the
wild animals and the
livestock that were with him
in the ark, and he sent a wind
over the earth, and the waters
receded.

“See, what did I tell you?”
Uncle Thaa interrupted. “He
didn't forget them!™

“You're right, he didn't,” replied
Laud. “Now I'll read some more.”
Then Laud read verses 1-19:
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! But the creator remembered
Noah and all the wild animals and
the livestock that were with him in
the ark, and he sent a wind over the
earth, and the waters receded. 2
Now the springs of the deep and
the floodgates of the heavens had
been closed, and the rain had
stopped falling from the sky. 3 The
water receded steadily from the
earth. At the end of the hundred
and fifty days the water had gone
down, 4and on the seventeenth day
of the seventh month the ark came
to rest on the mountains of Ararat.
2 The waters continued to recede
until the tenth month, and on the
first day of the tenth month the tops
of the mountains became visible.

6 After forty days Noah
opened the window he had
made in the ark 7 and sent
out a raven, and it kept
flying back and forth until
the water had dried up from
the earth.
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8 Then he sent out a dove
to see if the water had
receded from the surface of
the ground. ¢ But the dove
could find no place to set
its feet because there was
water over all the surface
of the earth; so it returned
to Noah in the ark. He
reached out his hand and
took the dove and brought
it back to himself in the
ark. /0 He waited seven
more days and again sent
out the dove from the ark.
11 When the dove returned
to him in the evening, there
in its beak was a freshly
plucked olive leaf! Then
Noah knew that the water
had receded from the earth.
12 He waited seven more
days and sent the dove out
again, but this time it did
not return to him.

13 By the first day of the
first month of Noah's six
hundred and first year, the
water had dried up from the
earth. Noah then removed
the covering from the ark
and saw that the surface of
the ground was dry.
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/4 By the twenty-seventh
day of the second month
the earth was completely
dry.

15 Then the creator said
to Noah, /6 “Come out of
the ark, you and your wife
and your sons and their
wives. /7 Bring out every
kind of living creature that
1s with you— the birds, the
animals, and all the
creatures that move along
the ground—so they can
multiply on the earth and
be fruitful and increase in
number upon it.”

I8 So Noah came out,
together with his sons and
his wife and his sons'
wives. 19 All the animals
and all the creatures that
move along the ground and
all the birds—everything
that moves on the earth—
came out of the ark, one
kind after another.

Then Laud said, “It's like
Uncle Thaa said: Whatever the
creator says he is going to do,
he does every time.
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“Let me ask a question to
see if you remember,” said
Laud. “Who was the first
person to kill an animal as a
sacrifice to the creator?”

“Abel, son of Adam and
Eve,” Saa spoke up. “He did
it because that's what the
creator had commanded them
to do.”

“Right,” said Laud. “Now,
why did the creator tell them
to offer him animal sacrifices
like this?”

Saa replied again, “He told
them to do this because he
wanted to take away people's
sins and wrong doings. When
anyone sins they have to die,
SO 1t's necessary that some
living thing be killed in
exchange for the life of the
sinner.”

“Right,” said Laud. “This is
very important for all of us to
understand, so we can be
reunited with the creator.
Back in the beginning the
creator told Adam and Eve,
our first ancestors, that there
would be someone born as a
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would crush the snake's head
with his foot. This means that
he would bring deliverance
from the devil's power and

bring people back to the
creator. And so the creator

told people to offer animal
sacrifices during the time they
were waiting for that person
to be born. That's why, from
Abel's time all the way up to
Noah, the creator told people
to kill animals as offerings to
pay for their sins. So after
Noah came out of the boat he
offered animal sacrifices to
the creator, and this pleased
the creator. Now, let's see
what the creator said to Noah

at that time. I'll read chapter 8
verses 21-22:7

21 The creator smelled
the pleasing aroma and
said in his heart: “Never
again will I curse the
ground because of man,
even though every
inclination of his heart is
evil from childhood. And

never again will I destroy
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all living creatures, as I
have done. 22 As long as
the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer
and winter, day and night
will never cease.”

Then Laud asked someone

else to read chapter 9:7-17:
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7<As for you, be fruitful and increase in
number;, multiply on the earth and increase

upon it.”

8 Then the creator said to Noah and to his
sons with him: 2 “I now establish my

covenant with you and with your descendants

after you /9 and with every living creature that
was with you—the birds, the livestock and all
the wild animals, all those that came out of
the ark with you—every living creature on
earth. /1 | establish my covenant with you:
Never again will all life be cut off by the
waters of a flood; never again will there be a
flood to destroy the earth.”

12 And the creator said, “This is the sign of
the covenant I am making between me and
you and every living creature with you, a

‘covenant for all generations to come: /31 have

set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me and the
earth. /4 Whenever I bring clouds over the
earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,
15T will remember my covenant between me
and you and all living creatures of every kind.
Never again will the waters become a flood to
destroy all life. /6 Whenever the rainbow
appears in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between
[me] and all living creatures of every kind on
the earth.”

17 So the creator said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant I have established
between me and all life on the earth.”
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When Laud finished reading
he said, “That's what the creator
promised, and that's the way it's
been ever since then. There has
never been another world flood.
Every year there's been planting
season and harvest, hot season
and cold season just like he
promised and there always will
be. But I think we've covered
enough for today. We can
continue another day.”
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The Creator Makes
People Have Different
Languages

The people in Si1 and Saas'
village wanted Laud to keep
coming back to tell them more
about the creator, so one day
Laud went to visit again. In the
evening a group gathered to
listen to Laud. “A lot of people
have asked me why people
don't all speak the same
language,” Laud began. “There
are all sorts of languages:
Khmer, Lao, Thai, French and
many more besides. Where did
all these languages come from?

“Well, way back when Noah
and his family came out of the
ark, everyone still spoke the
same language. They lived in
that area a long time and had
lots of descendants. Some of
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creator and some didn't, but
they all spoke the same
language. Now let me read you
chapter 11:4-9.” Laud began to
read:
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“Come, let us build
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heavens, so that we may
make a name for
5«,35an1“§3@“£5”“”3 ourselves and not be

scattered over the face of
the whole earth.”
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5 But the creator came
down to see the city and
the tower that the men
were building. ¢ The
creator said, “If as one
people speaking the
same language they
have begun to do this,
then nothing they plan
to do will be impossible
for them. 7 Come, let us
go down and confuse
their language so they
will not understand each
other.”

8 So the creator
scattered them from
there over all the earth,
and they stopped
building the city.  That
is why it was called
Babel-because there the
creator confused the
language of the whole
world. From there the
creator scattered them
over the face of the
whole earth.



WDIVEROIDONCIIO LU, “ue)

o. | U o l&u 0' =
WO EUSILONWuuendgsees

d 2 I o d! e
(Uyung nuevvusUll9aIgey
Iz S 4 o 2 o~

(WY WuISo Ineadanwagn
' o & o o & a

099°) WWVSOOJUULRD WIN

(29 Sondgunfiundts (Sa0§n

WM  £2GYLOTULNE NN

cccmf'ﬁu‘wem'lﬁa‘ian (D9 cduwagn

o o EX a
lowsnIuIuseoyniy «do
wonauNLONNueenINiey

Uﬂcﬁn’ﬁnw%}ﬁa?an. FEONLU

~ o o o i & o
N99(SIND (WUFEOISINE9 I
o~ o~ -~ e A cou a d
200, (B9FnINVgedTuniiu

(Jos20809Nngona UL NS L

o™ t':l.- d as I a2 o™ d."': °
ZUOIRDYWUIKOY LRI

o~ o AA o~
maj‘QUSBOU;]ﬂUlJ. WINaUNI
EEo 1

lanyniuNcUugnuIRIUEe Jwon

Uuar 0LUN9woncSava.”

49

When Laud finished reading
he said, “Even way back then
our ancestors didn't want to
listen to the creator. And
because they wouldn't listen,
he mixed up their language.
Then they couldn't work |
together anymore, because
they couldn't understand one
another. And ever since then
people have scattered and
spread out all over the world,
each group speaking its own
language. When people
scattered from the city Babel,
some of them must have come
this direction. The creator
knew them of course, but they
didn't trust and obey him or
respect him. As time went on
their descendants forgot all
about the creator and have lost
the way ever since then. All
people in the world nowadays,
including us, are descended
from those people.”



;ﬁ};ﬁ'gxg’j;gyé"u@qﬂ The Creator Chooses
i Abraham

“WaueongD tUduwon lewon “When people spread out in
many different directions, one

group of them settled in
(uigtuoatle 2anSocuey Mesopotamia and built a large
city there named Ur. That

£ - _» region is now known as Iraq.
(8101 UelOBan WINI(EIIT  The houses the people built in

ﬁc%o:ﬁejgugﬁu (SeULIV that city were lovely, but the

' people there did not obey the
= dreaa g0yl geiyainy  (CROSDL. They knew about him
(Rod9ugung (299$INWY  but didn't follow him. They did
whatever they wanted to
instead. .. making idols shaped
like people and animals using
5nﬁc§o§uﬁo§uﬁu gaoneay various materials and bowing
down to worship what their own
T u s hands had made instead of
(UKD WnUeauoauamy  worshiping the creator. They

v a Ta ﬂ'.!
Duedo Jwonigtdgduno

L e o E o~ o
Tpegiitiy anoiiuojouiSan

JaugegiEangay fugiund

Jucggunoddignon Soun

CON0IUOOOURY (B89DULUS

° a CAo™ (- 5
NINd gu2 UOVceSosuLNU

o099 Yadoladatuslo «do worshiped the moon and stars;
& omd oo their hearts were completely
e ey e et st darkened. In that city in those

' s 4 d
(wigtunncle ugigeaycu  days there was a man named

a [ d, 1 e &d d - .
Gucly BoSvaL JU9uE Abram who trusted in the
X y creator. One day the creator

1019 LUedfiuduany.” came to talk to Abram.”
» o X ' ) ~ o 7 . *
uHoBNNILSVO, “Wucdamdy  “What did he say to Abram?
L) () I 9 aSked Sli
NUS2URANVEO?.
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uHoasonoeudn, “Witadog  “Look in chapter 12,”

WwdoR 12 (8" replied Laud.

GNOFNCI109, ‘WO Sous “OK, everyone listen. I'll
v derihes diluskmmiieisl ol read it,” said Sii. And he read
291." gRdJUNeuL 1 820 3
; verses 1-3:
D9,
7 gga"a;zﬁ Uﬁgdjﬁ‘tﬁuen I The creator had said
N . :T . & to Abram, “Leave your
QUNTNII M, NEIN2D2NINN country, your people and

a o nl I d E
Jausniled cud ve)eey your father's household

£ (5 kb Yuel e uSyulm] and go to the land I will
(99 998 g aauouin show you. 2 I will make

| d o ar r'f s . .
Uoud (Saqvuenidcs a§. 2 youinto a great nation
and I will bless you; I

. will make your name
2I0FIOUKIOVUY LS9 great, and you will be a
blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, and
?uﬁga‘}jﬁj cSofuSunae  whoever curses you I will
curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed

ot S il et A e i 4
3y lon SoouacIaSanqe through you.

(S0 93 ndudoenueey
NELL2UWLVIIINQIY (I
toSvwautduanuanagiIa.

208 WOUIS acidq;::f‘foz‘ﬁ'

a
ﬂlnﬂ o™

(SovouacIaSanqe
gauagglndrouinanane
udowonsudiglanvecdugn
t15EvweunagSesruees

(99.”

51



Douadodndaon, “Uolu! iy “Manalive!” said Sii as soon as
3 . 5 o he finished reading. ““That was sure
gumguen?mwmmsegaiu & hard thing the crésior ssksd
Jauge9MmIMWondyiulun  Abram to do—to up and leave his
» . . sx. << =  home and all his friends like that.
moelmn‘tocnfu auaﬂuc?nﬂfuu R b e
tugauolofivauolo @Wuldiodty  How was he going to make a living

cuoiuciiensie?” if he did? And why did the creator
ask him to do it?”
cSoasonneudn, “wWunfgwd  “Youcan be sure the creator had

s o S0E aplan,” replied Laud, “or he

cncaumuaegczun:guanognu il b aikad histdy do it

SOV UNNIDOWVTEIN IO Ever since the beginning the

SuonldFudclSuSaconuo creator had promised our ancestors,
ol . Adam and Eve, that someone

N2 %Tznm:Ujmomcgeaw il b et s e arsamuant: e
U9 ﬁﬁu%eﬁumog?mmn x®o Wwho would crush the snake's head.
RO udaiEuSn Eutdiuge | L craornover forgot that
B promise. Seeing that Abram trusted
eumucﬂnc'inaecwjnwu cw:u'aj in him, the creator decided that he
(5999 %Tm"cﬁz‘ﬁﬁjmmounmo would have the deliverer come
down and be bom as a descendant

wqm%aawaajeumu T0suaL of Abram. The other people where

ﬁﬁﬁnﬂquumvcgecwgcwu t2  Abram was living weren't believers

&Y in the creator. The creator had
cwun‘fznmoaweenwng.uu U%J
= i Abram move away from these

deugucﬁeﬁszucaaaﬂam§@n people in order that Abram's family
iy S9iuciuigldisuanusiaan  line would know him. That's why
o 5. B - L he had Abram move away from
Usugueuigatugusuln «do whisre e was Bvisig 10 & sewslace
uRessweulFisuanuan 0 He also blessed Abram, saying that
Abram would succeed in whatever

woncnEondonae16805913.” ool
) ) he did.
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uéo‘omﬁcgﬂdﬁ, “émdeﬁjﬁ"u Saa spoke up to ask a question,
“One of the verses a moment ago
said that people of every nation

TangugnuanagBuanuon and language in the world would
be blessed through Abram. What

"y B wbund ba Yon3 does that mean? How could
BoauoloIgdaosiuiiotang everybody in the world receive

' o~ P
U299 ﬂuwnﬂqoq}nw’]ﬂqma

o o & |
21U SUTWIYNINUIEU10?

ﬁmoquqnuqmqgﬁu@o.]a?" happiness through one person?”
(DIRVON(IN0, “SNIUSN “Let me ask you something

else first,” Laud replied. “Who
1 lies and deceives people and is
090U (JUFOQHuNUau?”  people's enemy?”

€DORIMI199, “wnovoaguy  Those bad angels,” replied
Saa.

A crl I L e a
Inewoly wuulecdughord

o il ﬂ.; o™ o W 1 o~ "
FUuUOVVaEOoray (Solsau.
i B ' 5 + ; “p: ”» . ¢ -
ENIRBONODUIN, “(8 KLV Right,” said Laud. “So if
someone could come and put an
R . ?~ end to those bad angels he would
UVUOVIO guunggaueaiund  help everyone in the world, right?
a I ﬂ' o &ﬂ o o/ " " 1 :

Yanld cludar? SuiRsasSy Lhis is an important point. The
reason that everyone in the world

(0 anﬁaiang‘tﬁweumj was going to be blessed through

() ar ] d ar 1 a IJC'L
Suw deudndugungldiciiy Abram, was because the creator

was going to have the one who

o _ o would crush the snake's head
(£98102998URU €900  come down to be born as Abram's
descendant. Don't forget, the
creator already had thought of a
way to save people. He planned
5&)3‘1.1_11"5@3_" that the one he would send would
be a descendant of this man
Abram.”
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“Does that country still exist
where the creator told Abram
to 20?” asked Si1. “What were
the people like?”

“Yes, it still exists,”
answered Laud. “It's called
Israel. Probably a lot of you
have heard of it.”

“What about that person, the
descendant of the woman?”
asked Saa. “Has he been born
yet?”

“That's an important
question,” replied Laud, “but I
can't jump too far ahead of
myself. We'll get to the answer
pretty soon. Then you'll know
about the people who
descended from Abram and
you'll learn about where the
one who came down and was
born as a person was born and
about how he dealt with the
problem of the bad angels. Ok,
let's get back to the story of
Abram.

“Look at chapter 12:4-9.”
said Laud. “T'll read it this
time:”
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4 So Abram left, as
the creator had told
him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old
when he set out from
Haran. > He took his
wife Sarai, his
nephew Lot, all the
possessions they had
accumulated and the
people they had
acquired in Haran,
and they set out for
the land of Canaan,
and they arrived there.

6 Abram traveled
through the land as far
as the site of the great
tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time
the Canaanites were
in the land. 7 The
creator appeared to
Abram and said, “To
your offspring I will
give this land.” So he
built an altar there to
the creator, who had
appeared to him.
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8 From there he went
on toward the hills east
of Bethel and pitched
his tent, with Bethel on
the west and A1 on the
east. There he built an
altar to the creator and
called on the name of
the creator. 2 Then
Abram set out and
journeyed toward the
Negev.

“So they all packed up
and went; wife, nephew and
all,” remarked Saa.

“That's right,” said Laud.
“Abram did whatever the
creator told him to do. He
traveled west until he reached
the land of Canaan. Abram
was quite well off. He took all
his livestock and household
belongings with him. He was
75 years old at the time, and
still had no children.
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But he believed that he would
get a son because the creator had
told him that he would have so
many descendants that they
would become a large nation.”

Abram Separates From
Lot

Laud continued, “The
creator had already told
Abram that all peoples of the
earth would be blessed
through his descendants. The
reason the creator said this
was because the one who
would defeat the devil would
be Abram's descendant.
Abram believed and obeyed
the creator. And that's why he
moved to the land of Canaan
as the creator had told him to
do. Canaan 1is called Israel
nowadays. As time went on
Abram got richer and richer.
The creator had promised that
he would succeed in whatever
he attempted, and this 1s just
what happened. He had
thousands of sheep, cattle,
and goats.
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He had lots of servants; just
counting the men servants he
had over 300. His nephew Lot
also had large flocks and herds.
After a while they got short of
pasture land. Abram's
herdsmen and Lot's herdsmen
began competing for pasture
and getting into arguments.
When Abram learned about
this problem he was concerned.
So he had a talk with his
nephew Lot. Let's look together
at chapter 13 to see what he
said. I'll read it.” Laud read
verses 8-13:

8 So Abram said to Lot,
“Let's not have any
quarreling between you
and me, or between your
herdsmen and mine, for we
are brothers. ? Is not the
whole land before you?
Let's part company. If you
go to the left, I'll go to the
right; if you go to the
right, I'll go to the left.”
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10 Lot looked up
and saw that the
whole plain of the
Jordan was well
watered, like the
garden of the creator,
like the land of
Egypt, toward Zoar.
(This was before the
creator destroyed
Sodom and
Gomorrah.) // So Lot
chose for himself the
whole plain of the
Jordan and set out
toward the east. The
two men parted
company: /2 Abram
lived 1n the land of
Canaan, while Lot
lived among the
cities of the plain and
pitched his tents near
Sodom. /3 Now the
men of Sodom were
wicked and were
sinning greatly
against the creator.

Then Laud said, “See how
Abram let his nephew have
first choice? He didn't hog the
best for himself. He was
content to be wherever the
creator wanted him to be.



wiaobudsolsuanaee) @ ButLotthought only of himself, so he
202N (89U9U07) KNS o g e Y

. Jordan valley for himself and then
EJUINEOVIMNYIURD 299N1Y  moved there to live. But Abram kept
living where he had been before.
; After Abram and Lot separated, the
wuvn@qnnuuaatwucmmjn‘to creator repeated his promises to

N e o o ' S 9
(SaFuenfiuSuauenoa W9e  Abram. Look at verses 14-18. Tl

E;JiJi.l ao:ueum.unajélusncm

MRS e read:”
14 S20 18 (O 28899U.
(RODONDIVD,
4 1N 9N TROALUN L0 4 The creator said to
| [z . Abram after Lot had parted
29NN I2UINUURD from him, “Lift up your

d a I ° Gt o/
(Dudauogivenfivduaqu  eyes from where you are
Y
and look north and south,

0 v & e T3 5
Wi aguaiacdgty east and west. /5 All the

mnmqjga 15 gdnﬁnzﬁ'ggq land that you see I will
’ give to you and your

b offspring forever. /6 I will
289290 1TV O0ENIVO0 make your offspring like
the dust of the earth, so
that if anyone could count

anuaunuy Jududtg  the dust, then your
offspring could be counted.

s & o o™
(AuuNIeanduesyn

YU 76 gdoc3aqed

WNRIVYIVIOOV I7 Go, walk through the
(Jogay ldi@uuaeqidg  length and breadth of the
i a A\ & land, for I Iving 1
Qqqq,ﬂju‘m 77Qﬂ‘tu yoril g or I am giving it to
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(90 91NN oUT VO VU 89
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78 guaqugﬁgﬁqgag\fuq 18 So Abram mm{ed his
tents and went to live

Ndaantdindesguasuha .: the oreat trees of

%fctﬁgﬁaj;gu'fan L2299 Mamre at Hebron, where
- . 5 . o o o he built an altar to the
msmcznugajauamnjcwu camackeny
Juo 9 usul v.
Y Y
i o o7 iR <3 Ie A ~ a < .
2IVANDIVONID99, “(U900H Look at chapter 15:1-6
Y a & y 4 now,” said Laud. “Saa, would
152 1S90 6 (0 (29 999L. . 44,
you read?
LDDFINSIUIN, Saa began reading:

\\|f/
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Abram Believes the
Creator's Promise

I After this, the
word of the creator
came to Abram in a
vision: “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am
your shield, your very
great reward.”

2 But Abram said,

“0 sovereign creator,

what can you give me
since | remain
childless and the one
who will inherit my
estate 1s Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3 And
Abram said, “You
have given me no
children; so a servant
in my household will
be my heir.”
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4 Then the word of
the creator came to
him: “This man will not
be your heir, but a son
coming from your own
body will be your heir.”

r

5> He took him outside
and said, “Look up at
the heavens and count
the stars; if indeed you
can count them.” Then
he said to him, “So
shall your offspring
be.”

6 Abram believed the
creator, and he credited
it to him as
righteousness.

When Saa finished
reading, people said, “Look
at that! Abram was worried
he wouldn't have a son to
carry on the family line,
wasn't he?”



- o o I «. < . . 39
tH020N3909, “W9Q amoevy Butjust think,” answered
Laud, “he was almost a

hundred years old! Even so,

ad o 1 & o e o @& & . ,
(UIUOYII0IUN MoNigewy  he believed it when the
creator said that he was going

d d d o e to have a son. His faith
SISV VIGLELEREN N pleased the creator very much.

(NaulesensSeaUnnay WOV
a d- ﬁ <A ('.'t -]
gdononuceeuarinlacludle

JUHVOIYO. GONIB0 fnLg As a result he considered
Abram to be a good, innocent
¢ i g 4  person. Back in the beginning
UISBNOOIUINRINIMWUILNY  Adam and Eve, our first

a C o e TR - s o N . ' . :
Seudadioiivavi€olnii@nd ancestors, didn't believe. This

X 5 d4 o caused them to be cut off
SIOILUIL), WNOLSURNRIILNG from the creator. Because of

F9negeFINeFUCLOUL09(S

| dL d a GL q..': . .
(e (2D(UN URINDIV(ZDUU their unbelief they became
sinners. But because Abram

SHA e oLh A listened to the creator and
ERIWWNNIUNDIVES2DIR1D  believed him, by his faith he

3 o | ; [ a | ) :
EwunUJuﬁmemom Suaasau Was able to be reunited to the
creator. And seeing his faith,

y the creator gave him a new
g U0N 1724 520 6.” name: ‘Abraham,” which
means ‘father of many

nations.’ Sii, would you read
chapter 17:4-6?”

s s o a3 o/ a/ d x>
(Soldiidusulduooiiviusn

I i' as I d
(UDW289UNRIUKN0 29ULUJ0)

EROHNDIVO, Sii read:
4-6 “(Saldin g u§veage9 *“As for me, this 1s my
oo Xy ss. & A covenant with you: You
LS LU T RERIWIRE will be the father of many

(S ued mvgugajﬁumaqggqg nations. °> No longer will
you be called Abram;

CRONILINERONANYLINO  (6ur name will be
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Abraham, for | have
made you a father of
many nations. 61 will
make you very fruitful;
[ will make nations of
you, and kings will
come from you.”

Laud pointed out, “At
that time the creator also
promised to be their
God. Read verses 7 and
8 too, Si1.”

S11 read on;

7T will establish my
covenant as an
everlasting covenant
between me and you
and your descendants
after you for the
generations to come, to
be your God and the
God of your
descendants after you.
8 The whole land of
Canaan, where you are
now an alien, I will
give as an everlasting
possession to you and
your descendants after
you; and I will be their
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Then Laud had Sii read
verses 15 and 16 too:

15 God also said to
Abraham, “As for
Sarai your wife, you
are no longer to call
her Sarai; her name
will be Sarah. /6]
will bless her and
will surely give you a
son by her. I will
bless her so that she
will be the mother of
nations; kings of
peoples will come
from her.”

“Hey!” people asked
when he finished reading,
“in those verses it said
‘God.” Before he was
called ‘the creator.’
Which name is the right
one?”

In response Laud asked
them, “Who do you think
the word ‘God’ refers to?
What does 1t mean to

you? If someone is called
‘God’, what 1s he like?”
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“The way I understand it,”
replied one man, “is that the
word ‘God’ refers to one who
has great power and authority
and 1s greater than everything.
I've never seen him, but that is
what I understand.”

“Well then the creator must
be God,” said Laud, “in terms of
his power, authority and
surpassing greatness. He
possesses all these qualities. So
from now on we will call him

EGOd-? 2?

Laud continued, “It's very
important for us to believe and
obey God, just like Abel,
Adam's son did. Abel believed
and obeyed God, so God was
pleased with him. It was just the
same with Noah at the time of
the flood. Because of Noah's
faith and obedience, he was
saved from the flood, along with
his wife, his sons and
daughters-in-law. It's always
been true that 1f we trust and
obey God we are completely
safe from punishment and from
the control of sin, because God
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has provided a way for us to be
safe. It's up to us: it depends on

whether or not we will believe
God.”

“What you're saying is right
on,” said Uncle Thaa. “Since
he's the one who created people
and owns people, then whatever
he says has got to be true. He's
made a way for people, so we
don't have to be ashamed in front
of him and so we can be reunited
to him. It's wrong for us to
attempt to go any other way than
his way, because he's already
told us the way and every word
he says 1s true.”
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Abraham's Wife Gives
Birth

Laud resumed his story,
“Now I'll tell you about when
Abraham's wife had a child.
Abraham moved to the land of
Canaan, the place God had told
him to move. After he had
lived there twenty years and
was getting very old he still did
not have a son. Then the
creator spoke to him again and
promised him that he would
have a child the following year.

“The following year, when
Abraham was a hundred years
old, he did have a son just as
God had promised. He named
his son, Isaac. I'll read the story
to you, from chapter 21:1-3:”

I Now God was gracious
to Sarah as he had said,
and he did for Sarah what
he had promised. 2 Sarah
became pregnant and bore
a son to Abraham in his
old age, at the very time
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God had promised him. 3
Abraham gave the name
Isaac to the son Sarah bore
him.

“See,” said Laud, “God, who
made everything in the world by
his own great power, is able to
do anything. It didn't matter how
old Sarah was. It was no problem
for him to make her able to have
a child.”

“Is this Isaac the one that God
said would defeat the devil?”
asked Sii.

“No,” answered Laud. “At the
time we're reading about,
Abraham only had this one son.
It wouldn't be until much later,
after Abraham's descendants had
become a large nation, that the
promised one would come down
and be born. After Isaac was
born, Abraham kept living in
Canaan, where God had told him
to live. Meanwhile Isaac was
growing up into a young man.
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gRoJUVgwecIvensuarsaulsl  “One day God commanded
Abraham to do something

T VoA 00 el e _ very hard, something he'd

lecSodguumen W90od 22 (©  never asked anyone else to do.

Look at chapter 22. Sii, would
you read verses 1-3?”

gN0SNSIVE 1 S20 3 29, Sii began to read:
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f-: ' g ! "
Rt pl Toe9u.

Wel7 1999 (99U ISIL God Tests Abraham

13153‘:)0]”51]6“0] wgggqﬁ I Some time later God

Y& 9 o o tested Abraham. He said
OONO9 ‘?BUS"IS‘].UI'.Uj (WU to him, “Abraham!”

°o & y “ & Q- "
N2 U, DUNISINUID L.

0N 08evon, “Su.” “Here I am,” he
replied.
2ZUU[‘§‘lﬁU8ﬂd‘], “9p 2 Then God said, “Take
- S & your son, your only son,
ORINJNSNYNAWIEDJ(IT Isaac, whom you love,

~ | @ A o ~
tWwigamoui9nSaqsuen  and go to the region of

9 N o9 3 Moriah. Sacrifice him
UHEF 19 e 1 R R there as a burnt offering

Tué’ejq Tﬁ:gqéqangaq on one of the mountains I
Y

ol & will tell you about.”
nenoreiduinejygaegd i

(0.”
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9l o & £ 2y s Abraham got up and
210U NIHNI IR KAoN LOWA saddied Tl dbakey He
grony uOulgee)fudouiiv took with him two of his
o b servants and his son Isaac.
22N NEIURID eentddody Whenis Sad oot cdhiotigh
a 6."!. < o a (] a
1Sl tuidaygn wdon o wood for the bumnt
a YUS %S . offering, he set out for the
Tumﬂgean UonaPu Uagauou place God had told him
NWe(IIOUDNIIU Y about.
UFPIWKN0 WIUND999, “Io! After Sii read, his father
SURISIURESWUSLIVIOMIY 2907 SPURSTR," WO A aham
- ) sure had a lot of faith in
N SOEVUV.” God to do that!”
a o K I d a (4 ~t 29 !
ERIDONCIND9, “tWVUSND 1N LY ‘That's right,” said Laud.
a9onFueeetutao (098 (a8 “Notice how he got ready to
L 4w nj ) j | . go right away after God
29U0) 24 (19 6.” «DIUNSIVD, spoke to him. I'll read on
from verse 4 to 6:”
O O A a .
1dounagtdseol Nl #On the third day
o Y & S Abraham looked up
SURISIUNLONR[D (T VY B and saw the.place in
wecIqventddnaguiagu the distance. 5 He
o o & Ay Te said to his servants,
BURISIVNRUUBNRIVW UAVTE  «gay here with the

go9huluoa, “ldwoncyacdaaa  donkey while I and
the boy go over there.
We will worship and

o &S -~ o .
anIvwaiug uidygaweciagzig  then we will come
back to you.”
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6 Abraham took the
wood for the burnt
offering and placed it on
his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire
and the knife. As the two
of them went on together

Then Laud said, “Notice
what Abraham said to his
servants: ‘You wait here. I'm
going with my son to offer a
sacrifice to God, then we'll
come back to you.” He
believed that his son would
come back down with him.
So off Abraham went with
his son.”

Si1 asked Laud, “What
about Isaac, his son? What
did he think? What did he
say? Wasn't he afraid to die?”

“Read verses 7 and 8.”
Laud said in reply.

So Si1 read on:

’ Isaac spoke up and
sald to his father
Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?”
Abraham replied.
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“The fire and wood are
here,” Isaac said, “but
where is the lamb for the
burnt offering?”

8 Abraham answered,
“God himself will
provide the lamb for the
burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them
went on together.
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Then Laud said, “Isaac didn't
know yet that God had told his
father to sacrifice him. He
didn't know that he was going
to die that very day. Meanwhile
his father just went ahead with
what God had told him to do,
even though he didn't know
why God had told him to do it.
When his son asked where the
lamb for the sacrifice was, he
just said that God had one
prepared for them, that God
would provide them a lamb.”

Si1 said, “The fact that
Abraham had the courage to
do this proves that what you
said is right. He hadn't
forgotten that even though he
and his wife were very old,
God had still been able to give
them a child. And that's why,
when God told him to kill Isaac
as an offering, he had the
courage to do it, right?”

“Listen,” said Laud, “as I
read on in verses 9-12:”
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9 When they reached
the place God had told
him about, Abraham
built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it.
He bound his son Isaac
and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. /0
Then he reached out his
hand and took the knife
to slay his son. // But
the angel of God called
out to him from heaven,
“Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he
replied.

12“Do not lay a hand on
the boy,” he said. “Do not
do anything to him. Now I
know that you fear
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lgieaue £ 13580 195 o9 verses 13-19 to see how it
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73 4R 0B URISIVNRTONS I3 Abraham looked up

YU SYofe (B0l and there in a thicket he
Untauaneg touy (290U saw a ram caught by its

sonqgd Nuwulld 29309 horns. He went over and
1) 9
took the ram and

WWiv@augadaygacny sacrificed it as a burnt
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returned to his servants,

ofivdguamagaom vEuls  4hg they set off together

Ju wdoRwafiuFusucde for Beersheba. And
Saael & & Abraham stayed in
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e 9710 o) 3 Y.
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UUtNoJnng cﬂudmumaao (83 .
who was never born and will

(EUUBNI gcﬁnguaucﬂuaaej never die, who's alive forever.
God said that his name i1s “The
Eternal One.’ It's one and the
same person as God, just
another name.”
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Then Laud continued, “Here
we see something really
important. Back in the beginning
God told our ancestors that a
descendant of the woman would
be born who would crush the
snake's head, that is, defeat the
devil. God also told people that if
they sin they would die, but that
they were to sacrifice animals
instead of having to die
themselves. This was to remind
them that if they sinned they must
die. Abel sacrificed animals to
God as God had commanded and
so did Noah. They did it in
obedience to God's word. They
believed that what they offered to
him must be living; something
that breathed and had blood. But
animals couldn't actually die in
place of people to pay for their
sin. God had them offer animal
sacrifices like this because he was
going to have the one who would
be the descendant of woman die
in place of all people in the world.
And the sheep that was caught in
the bush that Abraham killed in
place of his son, is a picture of
this one who was going to come.”



uﬁijmQﬁcgﬂﬁuaeodq, Yy  “Say, Laud, can you tell this
story in song for us?” asked

o - o
S9:S090 15182915072 Uncle Thaa.
ao0R3939. YS! udoason  “Sure,” said Laud. He stood
1L 7 up and began to sing:
NI2UI,

(Sorry, there is no English translation of this Lao ballad, which
retells the account of Cain and Abel, Noah and the Deluge, and God's
test of Abraham's faith. Laud sings the story in a traditional poetic
and musical form loved by Lao audiences.)
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When Laud finished
singing, some of the people
remarked, “Abraham sure
had a lot of faith to even be
willing to give up his son!”

“He sure did,” said Laud.
“He believed with all his
heart, and because of his faith
the Bible records that God
considered Abraham to be a
righteous person. By his faith
he was made right with God.
God did away with all his sin
and so he was free from any
punishment for his sins.”
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When Laud said this, Uncle Thaa
spoke up, “Wait a second. Before
you go on with the story, I have a
question to ask you. Wasn't
Abraham a sinner just the same as
us?”

“Yes,” replied Laud, “he was,
because his parents had sinned.”

“Then why,” asked Uncle Thaa,
“did you say a moment ago that
Abraham escaped from the
consequences of his sin by simply
believing God? That doesn't sound
right to me, because I've always
heard that the way to be free from
sin's effect 1s by making a lot of
merit.”

“Uncle Thaa,” said Laud, “you've
brought up a very important point.
Almost everyone nowadays thinks
that the only way to keep from
going to hell i1s by making lots of
merit. But let me ask you: How
much merit-making is enough to
get to heaven? If someone says he
knows how much is enough, how
does he know? And do we know if
that's what the ruler of heaven
wants?
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“Long ago God told people to
make sacrifices to him, but the
sacrifices had to be living things
with blood, and these sacrifices
were pictures of something
which God had planned. So if
people offered him other things,
like when Cain, Adam and
Eve's son, offered fruit, he
didn't accept their offerings
because these other things didn't
have blood. They were lifeless,
so they couldn't be given in
exchange for the life of the one
who offered them.”

“That makes sense,” said
Uncle Thaa. “People who listen
to and believe God have to do
as he tells them. Cain didn't
offer what God told him to,
which showed that his heart was
far away from God.”

Uncle Thaa then asked, “If
you can't pay your way to
heaven, then how can you be
free from your sins?”

“It's like this,” said Laud.
“We're all sinners, everyone of
us, and the punishment for our
sins 1s that we must go to hell. It
doesn't matter how much money
we spend on merit- making, the
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Jaulones uqyﬁgﬁﬁggﬁg%g sin in our hearts is still there.
We'll just waste all our money

GIL ] ¢ S trying to get rid of our sins
N2V vwlundggana.”  that way.”

aﬁaqjmqﬁtgﬁdﬂ, “fcduuo “In that case then there's
nothing any of us can do,” said
Uncle Thaa. “If we can't pay
Ar B u! & O & [ 5. o Co
19991006 AG 9 Uae T9n§ our way then we're all stuck.”
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VUSINTVOODIUDE  Llenela

Nnuy.”

UROIMINNIUSNM, “udod0y  Then Uncle Thaa asked
again, “Isn't there some way

ASERLS R ) for us to be freed from our
(S9?  welIeeudiOu? Wy sins? Can't God help us, since
he's greater than all and has so

. Lri'e 101 et much power? He probably
20V §igLBUIO 9210 could help us if we sincerely

(uengIglafisgee tGwa!” asked him to.”
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(RODONOBUYINIDA, “cdi He sure can,” answered
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N 3 for us already so we can be
TV as L A 0N o .
1Saudo WesldiSauduly restored to him.”
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Dy tdSuasovenauoiiu Uncle Thaa, hearing this,
raised his hands in prayer and
3 cried, “O God, please help me!
‘WeIBY geuuOney GEI80 | can't help myself. I don't
want to go to hell. I want to go

{111k | F1ih 2 to be with you, but I don't
JINTUUI 4020FINNIY 110w the way. Please, God
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“Uncle Thaa,” Laud said,
“I'm grateful that God has told
us the way to be saved from the
penalty of our sins already. We
don't need to rely on our own
merit. God's way is for us to
rely on the merit of the one he
sent to defeat the devil.”

“I'd like to know who that 1s
right now,” responded Uncle
Thaa, “so I can trust in his
merit and go to heaven with
him. But I have another
question for you too. That
sheep that Abraham sacrificed
in place of Isaac... didn't you
say that it was a picture of the
one who would come down and
defeat the devil? Could you
explain this to us more
clearly?”

Laud answered, “That sheep
was a picture of the one who
would be the woman's
descendant, God's only son,
that God was going to send to
earth to be born as a human
and take the punishment for
people's sin, dying in our
place.”
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“Where was he born?” asked
Uncle Thaa.

“As I continue my
explanation, I'll be tracing the
line of Abraham's
descendants,” said Laud, “until
we get to him.”

Jacob, Abraham's
Grandson

After the villagers heard
Laud mention God's son they
were very eager to hear about
his birth. And they asked,
“How can we get to know
him?”

At the villagers' request Laud
came back again and again to
teach them about God by reading
out of the Bible together with
them. They now understood that
the only way they could leamn
God's way was from his written
word. Even though there are
many other ways taught, the other
ways are not God's way. These
other ways aren't ways by which
one can get back to God, because
they teach about others, not about



cﬁ'sjwu['q"qﬁugngaj[fﬁu U'ﬁjg God and his Son. God's book
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“Oh,” said Uncle Thaa, “so
that's why he promised
Abraham that people of every
nation would be blessed
through his descendant!”

“That's right,” replied Laud.
“And he told Abraham and
his descendants many things
that were going to happen in
the future. He did this so that
when the things he told them
came true they would be sure
that what was happening was
all part of what God had
planned. They wrote down
what God told them so his
words wouldn't be forgotten.

“This Bible which we're
using right now came from
what they wrote down long
ago. When Abraham was old
God gave him a son named
Isaac. Later Isaac had two
sons. Isaac named the older
son Esau and the younger one
Jacob. When Jacob,
Abraham's grandson, grew up,
God gave him the same
promises he had given to his
grandfather.
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So the promises were inherited
by Jacob for him to pass on to
his descendants: that his
descendants would become
such a large nation that they
couldn't be counted.”

Sii's father interrupted to

ask, “What people are they?
What country are they in?”

In reply Laud had people
listen to him as he read from
Genesis 35:1-12:

I Then God said to
Jacob, “Ge up to Bethel
and settle there, and
build an altar there to
God, who appeared to
you when you were
fleeing from your
brother Esau.”

2 So Jacob said to his
household and to all
who were with him,
“Get rid of the foreign
gods you have with you,
and purify yourselves
and change your
clothes. ° Then come,
let us go up to
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Bethel, where I will
build an altar to
God, who answered
me in the day of my
distress and who
has been with me
wherever [ have
gone.”

4 So they gave
Jacob all the
foreign gods they
had and the rings in
their ears, and
Jacob buried them
under the oak at
Shechem.

> Then they set
out, and the terror
of God fell upon
the towns all
around them so that
no one pursued
them. 6 Jacob and
all the people with
him came to Luz
(that 1s, Bethel) in
the land of Canaan.
/ There he built an
altar, and he called
the place El Bethel,
because it was
there that God
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revealed himself to
him when he was
fleeing from his
brother.

8 Now Deborah,
Rebekah's nurse, died
and was buried under
the oak below Bethel.

So it was named
Allon Bacuth.

9 After Jacob
returned from Paddan
Aram, God appeared
to him again and
blessed him. /9 God
said to him, “Your
name 1S Jacob, but
you will no longer be
called Jacob; your
name will be Israel.”
So he named him
Israel.

11 And God said to
him, “I am God
Almighty; be fruitful
and increase 1n
number. A nation
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things about himself and about
the way he had planned for
people to return to him.”

Israel Moves to Egypt

One day Laud went to Saa's
house and talked to the
villagers about God again.
Uncle Thaa said, “Would you
tell us about the country of
Israel? After God gave Jacob
the name Israel what
happened to him? Did he
become owner of all the land
around there? And i1s it the
same place as the Israelis live
today? And do they all follow
and believe in God? I'd like to
know about these things.”

“The answers to your
questions are right here in the
Bible,” Laud replied. “God
had people write them down.
I'm going to tell you what the
Bible says. After God
promised Jacob that he would
give that land to him, Jacob
and his family grew rapidly
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in number. Jacob had twelve
sons. But he loved one son
named Joseph more than the
others. This angered Joseph's
older brothers, so they sold
Joseph to some travelling
merchants. The merchants took
Joseph to Egypt where they sold
him to an Egyptian. Meanwhile
Joseph's brothers tricked their
father into thinking that Joseph
had been devoured by some
wild animal.

“Joseph had all kinds of
hardships in Egypt, but
eventually he gained favor with
the king of Egypt. The king put
him in authority over all Egypt.
A while later the country where
Joseph's parents lived had a
severe famine. Joseph's father
sent Joseph's older brothers to
Egypt to try to buy food. When
they got there they went to the
ruler to buy grain, without
realizing that the ruler was their
brother Joseph. But Joseph
recognized his brothers. He put
them 1n prison for a few days to
see if they were still the same as
before. Before long they
remembered how bad they had

103



(DedawoniBaducEouuodFud)
518ty udoleiBuIquenwon
99209 10299029299 WONSNE)
cSonveniiu@adn Teg0ftno

& '
Nwonseueuleguall §o9

A oe
wqucﬂumajm (o8O giwon

(S804 VOL KONV
dneocDeyedugencowon
SaelietgBuuama Wunuen
1Fiwoni@adaufiovagieduln
czﬁeﬁé’pcmwnmooaogamjuaj
KNONDUNILL9Y LauNwINU
drsuagiedurio Tsuggiui
WO ROFUOVLO
wondosrantdungdedudy
SUNOU JUHVPV L Euhivwon
299099098000  €OIWONYN
naueIBoaranBuN Sty
Jagmareluedy  duawon
ceduncRonoaudniadauon
WONSOKELANOUSNUNULIOE
2ancRedsnuldiidunaogedy

been to their younger brother
Joseph. Then Joseph told them
who he was, that he was their
younger brother. But he told
them that he carried no grudge
against them for selling him as a
slave into Egypt, because he
believed that it was God who
had sent him there in order to
save all of them from starvation.
“When the king of Egypt
heard that Joseph's brothers had
come, he told them to move
their families to Egypt so he
could provide for their needs
until the drought was over. So
Jacob and his whole family
moved to Egypt. By that time
the number of men and boys in
the family totaled 70 people.
“The Israeli people lived in
Egypt a long time. Eventually all
the people of Joseph's generation
died. Meanwhile the number of
[sraelis continued to grow
rapidly. The Egyptians became
alarmed. They began to fear that
their country would be taken
over by the Israelis, so they
forced the Israelis to become
their slaves. The Israclis were
slaves there in Egypt for about
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two hundred years. They cried
out to God to save them.
Finally God had a man named
Moses lead them out of
slavery. He led them back to
the land where their ancestor
Abraham had lived. So they
finally did get the land that
God had promised to
Abraham, saying, ‘I will give
it to your descendants.’ ”

When Laud finished
speaking, Uncle Thaa asked,
“What about our ancestors?
Where were they in those
days? And why did our people
forget about God?”

“Well,” replied Laud, “when
God divided people's language
at the tower of Babel, people
all started speaking different
languages. Our ancestors'
language was different from
the others. They traveled east
and kept moving farther and
farther until they reached the
place where we live nowadays.
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S NS UL END OF BOOK THREE

Be sure to read Book 4
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