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This Reading-For-Fun (RFF)
Collection is designed to acquaint
our readers with Lao and Foreign
humorous stories.

Let's Laugh and Learn !
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Revenge

Oncoaoouplehadmofthekmalmmels;namoqumof
which, all conversation between them stopped. Unfortunately the
husbmdmlnamndhlsofﬂeevwatlvthemxtmomlng. So
he wrote on a piece of paper, “ Please wake me up at 6 am.
fomorrow morning, “ and kept it beside his wife's pillow.

His wife read it and went to sleep.
Hewokoupwylmtheneximnlmmdgoturym. He
looked ferociously at his wife, but she calmly pointed towards
his pillow. Under his pillow he found a plece of paper. On It was
written, * Please wake up, it is 6 o'clock now. *
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As a consequence

To look ferociously at ...
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Courage

, Just before hosting a lavish party at his estate,

- an old tycoon had his swimming pool filled with
poisonous snakes. He called his guests together
and announced, " To anyone brave enough to
swim across this pool, | will give the choice of a

~ S-star hotel, 10,000 head of cattle or my

daughter's hand In marriage.”

No sooner had he finished speaking, a young man plunged in,

swam across the pool and climbed out-unscathed but breathless.”

" Congratulations ! * the tycoon greeted him

" Do you want my 5-star Hotel 7 "

" No," gasped the guest

“ The 10,000 cattle 7 *

" No," the young man shouted

" :IVBIL How about my daughter ? *

[ 1] 0’.II

" You must want something, " said the puzzled host

" | just want to know the name of the guy who pushed me in! ™

answered the young man.

fusentngusni
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To climb out unscathed
To host a lavish party
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Made in Lao PDR

An American research team eager to measure the advances
in technology made by different nations devised a thinner-than-
human-hair metal wire and took it round the world to see what
other nations could do to it. The Japanese proved their skill by
boring a hole in it. The researchers arrived in Laos with the
thin-holed wire and challenged Lao technicians to improve upon It.
They were invited to the workshop run by Thid Daeng. Thid Daeng
examined the wire and told the researchers to come back an hour
later. When the team returned at the appointed hour, he handed
them their wire. They could see no change. “ Examine it under a
magnifying glass, * commanded Thid Daeng. They did.  Printed
on the wire was the legend : “ Made inLao P.DR “
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Thinner-than-human-hair
To prove upon it



" It's Even

il us)ywiy

C'l'[‘]canﬁﬁuuug woutieuSudusicen idigcducEadinfincmn
gen. mnuuugﬁﬁgﬂ%gnﬁﬂﬂinmgaum " tfi9aztioaggafin
mﬂunuﬁnuctﬁ]‘mng B mamnﬁuwegnﬁungﬂeanmm
" umagmuctﬁl'ucmﬁu, mﬂuﬂgunumeuqu‘hannau "

" ciumdicnaz 2 " diacanfiSegnay, Sndodu waz SuiniigSu
" iundig3gsady ? Ssudeduducdaga finlufnd Biuciiy w
daestonzoznglueegEaciucEnosndd wa: aoaunaehngu
Lcdaun cwumum" ? ﬁuaavﬁduumwdmn r 4
siulaiiu ccﬂn:.:lmmlg hc?)uca'wﬂnﬁgﬁug ﬂi:]cﬁ'mmggum fiu
ﬂumqhﬂommﬂgtﬁ .
Yosdusuiiesvin, mnmﬁssaﬁnﬁwﬂuﬁgﬁmng cSooiadn
dintiso, c8aol was uaﬁﬁnsﬁ:] cR0se9cuUinlagsnungn
. dzﬁccsgcuﬁ'u L™

Stronger over
Here!"

Arich old man was entertaining guests
when suddenly he broke wind. * Ah !
exclaimed one of the guests seated near
him. “ Though that sounded like a fart, it
did not stink in the least ! ™

" Not only did it not stink, “ blurted
another, “ It bore a distinctly appealing scent ! ™

“ What ? * exclaimed the rich man, with knitted brows and a
worried countenance. “ Why, I've heard it said that if a person has
gas, but no strong smell to it, his inner argans have begun to
malfuntion and death draws near. Is it frue 7 Have | long fo
live? "

Suddenly the first guest begun fanning the air front of his face
ferociously with his hand and insisted : * The smell just wafted
over this way ! ™

Not to be outdone, the second wrenched up his contorting his face,
and finally pinched his nostrils tightly shut with his thumb and
forefinger, exclaiming : * It's even stronger over here ! *

To break wind uUsaldu &

To have gas Uspanummns
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A mirror

Oncauponaﬂmammmbroughtlnr naughty son to the God
of Hope and complained : * Oh, God please do somthing for this
lad. Despite my admonitions he continues fo eat sweets all the
time and nearly has no teeth left. * The God asked the lady to
see him a month later. When the mother and son came a second
time, the God simply told the boy to stop eating sweets. The lady
remonstrated, ™ O Holy one, If this is all you were going to say, why
couldn’t you have said it a month ago when we came to seek your
guidance ? "

The Holy one replied, “ Last month | too was eating to many
sweets which | love. [ could not give advice to anyone to stop

eating them till | had myself got the better of my addiction to
sweefs. “

The moral has seldom been better told : do not preach to others
what you do not practise yourself.

To remonstrate
To seek guidance
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up no resistance. When he arrived home with two black eyes,
puffed cheeks and torn shirt, his wife asked him In great alarm as
to what had happened. The Boxer told her all. * And why didn't
you hit back ? surely you could have knocked the hell out of these

Boxing for Money

skinny fellows ! ™
World Champion Boxer Mike Tyson, taking a stroll along “ Sure! that's right, but my fee for boxing champions Is millions
the Long lIsland Beach, was set upon by a dozen urchins who of dollars. | don't fight free. *
after beating him black and blue took away his purse which, rtestendi ol —

fortunately for him,contained very little money. Mike Tyson put

To put up no resistance OnEy
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The Hope

Two donkeys met at a wayside and get talking.
One was a robust looking fellow who was without
a master; the other a miserable looking specimen
who belonged to brick-kiln owner. The robust fellow
hee-hawed : “ What's the matter with you ? you
look famished and woebegone.

* My master is very cruel. He gives me very little to
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eat, loads me with hundreds of bricks and beats me
with his stick. *

" S0 ! why don't you run away and like me live off the fat of
the land 2. “

The lean-thin donkey explained, * You see my master has a very
pretty daughter. He also beats and abuses her. *

" What's that to do with you ? “

“ Every time he thrashes the girl he says: * One of these days
I'll marry you off to this donkey. * My job has better prospects.”

What's the matter with.... ?  BodiacRoduiu...2
To live off the fat of the land ?ﬁﬁﬁndngu@mﬂ S0onI=uUIe
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A Slip of the Tongue

Thm once was a man who
married an older woman. Only
when looking directly at her as
they sat together on the marital
bed did the husband notice that
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his bride's face was covered with
wrinkles. This prompted him to
ask to know her true age. But the
wife replied :  Around forty-five. "
. * On the wedding certificate, “
4w protested the husband, " You
» | stated your age was thirty-eight.
W%/ But In my judgement you now
seem over 45, " “To tell you the
truth, * replied the woman, “ | am
54, " consistently maintaining this
figure in the course of the endless
queries which thereupon ensued.
But after they had gotten In bed, the husband grew even more
skeptical and hit on a plan for determining her real age, so he
exclaimed : * Wait a minute, | want to get up and see if the salt
container has been covered or not, just to make sure the rats don't
get In. * * Tsk, how ridiculous ! * exclaimed his wife. “ In all my
sixty-eight years, I've never heard of rats eating salt!”

To tell the truth
To grow more aceptical of
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* We thought you were told to get some exercise, * they said.

* That's right. “
Physical exercise " Well, you'll never get it sitting here on the beach. "
“ That's where you're wrong, * smiled Mr. Kaen, “ | walk three
Kilometres everyday just to watch the girls. *

Mr. Kaen, who had a mild heart problem, was ordered by his
doctor to lose some weight. A friend spotted him on the beach,

eagerly watching the girls in their bikinis. 10 jose somatvsight: Sodsilin
To get some exercise  ssnrind9gnae
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Experiment

A professor was called to

speak in a Health meeting
regarding the ill effects of
alcohol. To demonstrate, he
had brought two bottles one
filled with water and the other with whisky. He then put some
worms info the two bottles. The worms, in the bottle containing
water, swam and the warms put into the bottle containing
whisky, died. He then asked, “ What do you understand from this
experiment ? “ A man replied from the last bench, " if we drink
whisky, we can get rid of any worms in our stomach. "

Togetrid of 1940, cSolgulow
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Have you seen
my cow ?

A farmer was looking for his cow in the
big field. Unable to find it, he climbed up
a free for a better view. Meanwhile a
boy and girl had settled under the tree
and began talking. * | can see the whole
world through your eyes, “ the boy told
his girlfriend. “ Can you see my cow ? "
the farmer yelled down.
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The Swallow

Onue upon a time there was a nonconforming
swallow who decided not to fly south for the
winter. However, when the weather turned very
cold, he reluctanly started to fly southwards.
In a short time ice began to form on its wings

o ; and it fell to earth in a barnyard frozen still. A cow passed by and
JIR[ARSHI crapped on the little swallow. The swallow thought It was an end. But the
dung warmed It and defrosted Its wings. Warm and happy, able to

& breathe, it started to chirp. Just then a large Tom cat came by and
819t faerifcrifi, Tnesucannuentndlly fodutada savmao hearing the chirping, found out where It was coming from, clawed away
ﬂﬂqnﬁﬁua;uqn‘iﬁ _wrieco cesananciumnoin, Huitucuy the dung and swallowed the swallow.
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Made in Japan

A Japanese tourist arrived In
Vientiane. While travelling in a taxi,
he happened to observe that
everything in Laos moved at a
slower pace compared to his own
country. Unable to contain himself,
he said to the taxi-driver, “ Your
taxis are too slow, Japanese taxis
go very fast. Look at your buses, they ply at a snail's pace.
In Japan, buses run like hell. Look at the speed of your
motorcycles, Japanese motorcycles seem to talk to the air, *

At the end of the journey, the taxi fare amounted to 200,000 kip.
" What ! * exclaimed the furious Japanese " your taxi-metre
runs too fast. *

" Yes, why not ? “ spewed the taxi-driver. “ It's after all made
in Japan, Sir! “

deuaigwenggan
Sudga8mee i

To move at a slow pace
To ply at a snail's pace
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Collapsing
Pumpkin Trellises

The clerk of district courts office, who was
constantly being intimidated by his wife, was
scratched on the face by her one evening. On the
morning of the next day, when he went into work
at the office the magistrate queried as to the
nature of his scars. The henpecked clerk tried to
hide the truth, claiming that; “ Last night, while strolling in the
yard to take in the cool of the night air, a pumpkin trellis collapsed
on me and cuts from the wooden beams left these scars today
on my face."

Wis superior, however, was not to be convinced by such an
explanation and declared : * Only a wife could be capable of this
| Send forth the office runners to bring her this instant ! *

Quite unexpectedly, however, the magisirate's own wife had been
hiding in the next room and overhead all that had just been said.
She was enraged and charged out into the court. Panic-siricken,
the magistrate cried out to the clerk : “ Court's in recess! clear the
court! My own trellis is about to fall !

To send forth Sjw
To charge out  acdawn - aanaancdaun
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Tit for Tat

An American fourist to Luang Prabang hired
a guide to take him around the town. When
taken to Former Royal Palace, he admired the
architecture and asked how many years it took
to build. The guide replied, * 5 years. “ The
American remarked, * You Lao people are a lazy
lot. In America, this could have been built in five
months. * At the XiengThong Temple he again
admired its beauty and asked how many years it took to build. The
guide reduced the period considerably and replied." only 2 years,
sir. “ The American retorted : * Didn't | say you Lao people are slow
workers ! In America, we can construct such building in 2
months. * Same story everywhere. He admired the architecture
but reduced the construction period. The guide got irritated.
When the Tuk-Tuk stopped at the foot of Phousi Hill, the American
looked at the steps leading up to the stupa and asked. * What
Is that amazing tower up there ? “ Came the reply, “ | don't know
Sir, | will have to go and find out. When | was passing this way
yesterday evening, there was nothing there.

A lazy lot Uscundusiiny
To get irretated wlm, gangae
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A Virgin

The preacher in a small English town had become very perturbed,
and he decided to lay it on the line to the congregation.

“ Brothers and sisters, * he said solemnly, " It has come fo my
attention that there are tales to the effect that immorality Is
rampant in our fair town. To be specific, it is being said that there
is not one virgin left here. This vile lie must and shall be refuted.
In order to do so, | ask very virgin in the congregation to rise.
Not a woman stirred. After a lot of coaxing, a young lady, far in
the rear, with a baby in her arms, rose bashfully.

The preacher stared with astonishment at the baby, then said,
* Young woman, | am asking virgins o stand.”

The young lady answered indignantly, * Well, do you expect this
six-month-old girl to stand by herself ? ™

To become perturbed :j’uaqmmw'?u?a
To stare with astonishment Shaaenralaosaounivinta
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Tears from the Forehead

When his father-in-law died, the son-in-law wept
all the way through the funeral procession. His wife,
who kept strict supervision on his behavior, called
him on the carpet and scolded him behind the scenes,
saying : “ Why is it that | saw no tears ? * His wife
further admonished : “ At the cremation when you
are beside the coffin you should show your tears.
He agreed to do so.

Complying with his wife's directive, he put on his forehead a
pile of wet paper wrapped in a big handkerchief, and then
proceeded to kowtow, knocking his head with great force on
the ground, while all the time wailing loudly. Thereafter, his wife
called him in again. Looking at this forehead, she said in a tone
of surprise : * Tears should pour from the eyes, why are yours
dropping from your forehead ? * The Husband replied : * Haven't
you ever heard it said that since the beginning of time, water has
always flowed downhill from the highest point ? *

To keep strict supervision on ﬁnmmjﬂ:]di‘gﬁn
To admonish nmocisused
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Poor Husband

Our whole life was turned upside down when our first child
was born. Every night, the baby would be fussy, and my wife
would wake me up, saying, “ Get up, honey! Go and see why the
baby is crying. * After many sleepless nights, | was telling my

il

co-workers about our dilemma, and one suggested a book on

infant massage. That night, | tried the technique, and sure enough,

the baby slept peacefully. But in the middle of the night, my wife

woke me up, “ Get up, honey ! " she nudged me. * Go and see

why the baby's not crying. ™

To turn upside down
To nudge
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Modern

Technology

Whlle staying with his son in France
for 3 years,uncle Touy got a temporary
Job in a leather factory. It had all the
modern gadgetry which got uncle Touy
very baffled. When It came to a massive
machine, the supervisor explained to him : This i the latest In
leather technology. We put a baffalo in at one end and ready-
made shoes come out of the other. “

Not to be outdone, uncle Touy replied, “ We in Laos have a better

machine. We put in old shoes at one end and get a live buffalo out
of the other. “

" That's wonderful ! “ exclaimed the French supervisor, * What
happens to the laces ?
" They come out as the buffalo's tail.

To get baffled §9, Annzde

not to be outdone desultidain, deeitisedtintit
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Accident

A blind beggar was In the habit of visiting a house once every
week to get his ration of food from the kind lady of the house. He
did not turn up for a month and the lady wondered what had
become of him. Suddenly one day he knocked at the door and
shouted, | am Lek, the blind beggar. “ The kindly lady was
having her bath. She rushed out naked in the knowledge that
_ the fellow was sightless and wouldn't know she had nothing on.
SITCILUICI She opened the door and asked, * Where have you been all these
? weeks ? * The beggar handed her a packet of sweefs.

“ Madam, | had an eye operation and can now see perfectly
clearly. | brought these sweets for you to celebrate the restoration
of my vision. ™
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