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"L'éducation est la transmission de la société de genération
en gération. c'est aussi la preparation des individus et des
communautés pour l'avenir. Elle est , a la fois, la tradition et le
progrés; on ne saurait, sans la fausser, mettre I'accent sur l'un de
ces termes au détriment de l'autre ™
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Working with your Lao Partner

wee m\

-

Comment: Some Westerners have indicated that the thought bubbles
should be reversed. It is true that sometimes the Lao partner is
looking for the latest technology when, in fact, more traditional
technology 1s more appropnate.
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Looking at 1991 and 1998 when data were available for nine of the 10 ASEAN member countries, and
grapiucally shown in figure 4.3, changes in the rankingnft!m countries can be observed. In 1991, Brunej
Darussalam (15.928 PPP$) registered the highest real GDP per capita and Singapore (13,773 PPP$), ac
second. The PPP-based real GDP per capita of Brunei Darussalam exceeded that of Singapore by almost
16%. At the opposite end of the ranking were Cambodia (1.047 PPP$) as seventh; Viet Nam (1,033 PPPs),
eighth and Lao PDR (937 PPP$), ninth. In 1998, Singapore {19,551 PPPs) overtook the real GDP per capita
of Brunei Darussalam (16,779 PPP$} by as much as 17%. The ranking of Viet Nam (1,771 PPPS), Lao PDR
(1,400 PPP$) and Cambodia (1,318 PPP$) also changed to seventh, eighth and ninth. respectively.

Figure 4.3
Real GDP per Capita (current international $), 1991 and 1998

1991 1998
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DISTRIBUTION/INEQUALITY

An equitable distribution of income among the population is also desired. However, its attainment
remains a major concern that affects all sectors of society. To determine gaps in the distribution, the
indicator. Gini coefficient of income distribution, provides a measure of income or resource inequality.
Besides being the most popular measure of income inequality, the “indicator is good to measure both changes
in income tnequality over time and for international comparison.™

Gini Coefficient

The Gini coefficient can be further defined as a measure of “the extent to .. hich the distribution of income (or
in sorme cases consumption expenditure) among individuals or households within an economy deviates from a perfectly
equal distribution.” Tts value ranges from 0 to 1 where 0 is interpreted as perfect equality and 1is a
perfectly inequal distribution. The theoretical underpinning of the Gini coefficient is that “the closer the
coeffictent to one, the greater the inequality in income distribution™. 1t should be noted however that different
basic data lincome as oppose to expenditure data) may lead to different level of Gini Coefficient. The
Gini coefficients of the countries in the region based on survey data are shown in table 4.4.

d+87>, accessed on December 10, 2001,
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Gini Coefficient vis-a-vis Real GDP per Viet Nam
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GDP per capita growth rate as approximation,
may be associate with income distribution.

As can be seen. both indicators follow an upward trend in Lao PDR, the PhﬂipP'rnes. Singapore and
Viet Nam. This suggests that as real GDP per capita increases, income inequality also widens. A rising
real GDP per capita and narrowing of income inequality would be the desirable situation. This was
experienced by Malaysia and Thailand during the second half of the period under review. As their real
GDP per capita increases, the Gini coefficient decreases, even at a slow pace.

Figure 4.4.2
Real GDP per Capita and Gini Coefficient
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The consumption-based poverty estimates, presented in table 4.5.3. have been widely and official]?
used in sev. .al planningdocuments, e.g., the Lao PDR Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (March
20. 2001). National Poverty Eradication Programme {September 2003) and progress reporting on the
Millennium Development Goals. The data show that poverty in Lao PDR is widespread and markeg

by variations among the regions and provinces. Location is also 4 major determinant of poverty with,
a large proportion of the poor (80%) in rural areas and most of ethnic groups living in mountainoys

arens.
Table 4.5.3
Lao PDR: Poverty Incidence by
Urban and Rural Area
Region/Province 1992- 1997. Annual
1993 1998 Change (%)
Lao PDR 45.0 386 -3.1
Urban EEN | 269 -4 2
Rural 487 41.0 -3.4
Vientiane municipality 244 12.2 -13.9
Northern Region 584 525 2.1
Oudomxay i 73.2 7.2
Luangnamtha 60.3 57.5 1.0
Huaphanh 784 74.6 -1.0
Phongsaly 68.7 64.2 13
Luangphrabang 62.7 494 4.8
Xayaboury 30.1 21.2 7.0
Bokeo 6315 374 106
Central Region 39.5 349 2.5
Borkhamxay 106 258 178
Khammuane 417 41.6 -1.0
Vientianne Province 28.) 243 -2.9
Savannakhet 457 i’ 4.2
Xiengkhuang 573 149 99
Xaysomboom-SR 55.0
Southern Region 459 384 -3.6
Saravane 36.7 319.6 15
Champasack 416 3156 -4.1
Sekong 65.9 457 -7.3
Altapeu 72.2 453 9.3
Source:  Poverty in Lao POR. N Kakwani, Bounthavy Ssouphanhthong,
Phonesaly Souksavath and Brent Dark Paper delivered at the
Asia and Pacilic Forum on Poverty. Reforming Policies and
Institutions for Poverty Reduction, 5-9 February 2001, Manila,
s

In 1997-1998 (table 45.3), poverty
incidence was estimated at 38.6% for Lag
PDR. 26.9% in the urban arca and 41% i,
the ruralarea. The regional estimates show
that the Northern region has the highest
incidence at 52.5% and even surpassed the
national average (38.6%). The incidence in
the Southern region was 38.4% which is
almost the same as the national average,
The Central region registered 34.9% which
is below the national average. On the
other hand, Vientiane Municipality has
the least incidence of poverty at 12.2%,
only one third of the national average.
Amony the 18 provinces, incidence was
high especially in Huaphanh (74.6%) and
Oudomxay (73.2%). With the exception
of Vientiane municipality. only seven
out of 18 provinces, that is, Xayaboury,
Bokeo. Borkhamxay, Vientiane Province,
Savannakhet, Xiengkhuang, and
Champasack, have incidences below the

national average.

Poverty inciden« ~declined by 3% annually,
on the average, between 1992-1993 and
1997 1998 from 45% to almost 39%. The
declinc in poverty incidence was faster
in the urban areas (-4 2%) than in the rural
areas ['3.4%). Among the regions, poverty
incidence in Vientiane Municipality was
halved from 24.4% in 1992-1993 to 12.2%
in 19971998 On the contrary, poverty

incidence widened in three provinces which include Borkhamxay (+17.8%) in the Central region,
Oudomxay (+7.2%) in the Northern region and Saravane (+1.5%) in Southern region. The increase was
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A comparison of the earliest and latest data sets of the countries provides an indicator of the structural

shift occurring in their economies as shown in the following charts.

Figure 5.5.4
Proportion of Employment by Sector

Brunei Darussalam:
Increasing Employment in Services from Agriculture and Industry
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Net Enrolment Ratio in Primary Education by Sex

As reported, Brunei Darussalam had almost reached 100% net enrolment ratio by 2001. Indonesia
achieved this target at the beginning of the decade, but had an appreciable downward trend thereafter,
while the Philippines has been consistently approaching this target in the recent years.

Figure 6.3
Net Enrollment Ratio in Primary Education, both Sexes, %
= . > SE— T Brunei

"";‘:ms_uﬁ"" w@= Indonesia
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20 e e e e e e e e gy SiTGAPOTE
10 -~ — e e et e e e e —
« = Viet Nam
u o @ m e e e — i —— A g R o
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The duta indicate two groups of countries - one which has consistently attained a net enrolment ratio
of more than go% (Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Singapore) and the other group
with around 80% (Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar). Viet Nam started in the lower group and moved
over to the higher group in the second half of the reporting period. Thailand has not provided data
for both sexes, but the separate net enrolment ratio for girls and boys indicates that the overall ratio
would be between 86% and 87%, and as such would be closer to the higher group.

Figure 6.4 clearly indicates that the primary net enrolment ratios of boys \ ‘ere almost always higher
than those of girls for all reporting countries except Malaysia. For Singapore throughout the reporting
period, and Indonesia since 1998, the net enrolment ratios for girls and boys, however, were not
significantly different. A marked widening of gender gap is noticeable in the Philippines in 1997 butin
1999 the net enrolment ratios for girls exceeded that for boys.
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Table 6.2
Net Enroiment Ratio in Primary Education by Sex

Em;_hmqmnfﬂtmms:hndage-gmmupumdasnpumﬁgedmemrmpmding

s : 3 pylation
N s

Country 1990 | 1991 | 1992 [ 1993 | 1994 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001
Both Sexes
Brunei Darussalam = 4 972 ~ - - - - - - - - | 98.7
Cambodia - - - - - - | 847 |778 | 783 |:855 |838 -
Indonesia 100 100 {990 100 | 990 | 97.0 | 96.0 - 920 | 93.0 | 920 | 93.0
Lao PDR - | 58.0 |[62.7 | 665 |652 | 686 | 719 |76.2 | 764 | 773 | 798 | 803
Malaysia - - - - - - - = -I° - = a
Myanmar 663 | 718 |788 |76.2 | 764 | 736 |758 |748 | 752 |77.0 |72.5 | 780
The Philippines 99.1 | 85.1 |852 |854 |871 | 927 [ 943 (951 | 957 |97.0 [968 | 97.0
Singapore 96.1 | 96.1 {959 | 951 [95.3 | 964 |95.7 |96.0 | 955 [ 959 |957 | 943
Thailand - - - - - - - - - - - -
Viet Nam - = - {780 - - - - | 92,6 - - -
Maie
Brunei Darussalam - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cambodia - - ~ - - - - - - - -~ -
Indonesia 980 | 970 |970 | 970 (970 | 950 | 950 ~ 1920 | 93.0 [ 920 | 930
Lac PNR - | 61.7 |668B | 708 |688 | 720 | 754 [798 | 794 | B80.3 |83.7 | 843
Malaysia - | 93.2 1936 | 940 |939 | 949 | 94.7 |948 | 946 | 944 | 960 | 96.0
Myanmar - - ~ = - - - = - =i - -
The Philippines - - - - - - 1953 1979 | 974 | 968 - -
Singapore 064 | 966 (963 | 955 [958 | 969 | 96.3 (963 958 | 962 | 96.2 | 945
Thailand - - - - - - | 87.0 - - - - -
Viet Nam - - ~ - - - - - 935 - - -
Female
Brune: Darussalam - - - S - = - ~ - - -
Cambodia - - - - - - - - - - - =
Indonesia 95.0 | 950 [950 [ 950 [950 | 940 (930 | - |920 |930 |930 |'30
Lao PDR - 1541 {584 | 620 |615 | 650 |683 724 | 733 |742 {757 | 763
Malaysia - 1931 |936 [ 942 [943 | 956 | 953 |954 | 951 | 950 {97.1 | 974
Myanmar - - - - " - - - . - - "
The Philippines - - - = - - 1934 {921 | 940 | 97.2 - -
Singapore 959 | 956 [954 | 946 |948 | 959 | 951 |957 | 951 | 956 [951 | 940
Thailand - = = - . - | 86.0 - - - - -
Vie Nam - - - - - - - - | 91.7 - . .

Notes:  Myanmar - 2001 data provisional. The Philippines - refermed 1o as net participation rate in public and private slementary schools of enrollees 7-12 ymary
old. Singapore - resident students in national schools only.

Sousces:  Brunel Darussalam - Ministry of Ecucation through Survey of “Educational Institutions’ public and private school started 1997, Cambodia - Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sport. M-WMMM.MM-MdmmEFAhﬂﬂ-lﬂlﬁumw
of Education (2002): AnnualReport for 1998-2001 data. m-mdmm-wumwmxm
The Philippines - Department of Education. Singapore - Students” Register. Thailand - school reports.

Education 211

116



S WINIVOON AL

[ \ / nwdetisy

NIWSNJANI29

/

oy o
S AR ]IS 14JE10)

[ [ [ uﬁsﬁmaf’m

NWANSI299290

8 & &

20UAUNI WSNDI

= o & @
I‘[ (29 lagJ9@nS90

NMWSINFICNIZ0

nuMIadwS9 19
ONWENFI299290




