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STORY
OF
WATINPENG Maha VIHAR
THE MAIN BUDDHA STATUE
& THE MIRACLE

Tham Sayasithséna



FOREWORD

Chanthaboury Srisatanakhanahut (the Capital City
of the King of Naga ) ; Vientiane Lan Xang ( the Capital
City that is as mighty, powerful, strong, sturdy as a
million elephants ) or (a Capital City that has a million
war elephants ).

These two name of the Capital City are likely to
profoundly impress deeply important meanings upon the
hearts of those Lao who are national-minded and who
always have an unforgetful national conscience.

These two names are likely to persuade them to
reminisce of the glorious past of the Lao Nation,
undoubtedly grandly influential and powerful n this
Region.

But the turns of events in human societies developed
both for the better and for the worse, both in the cruel,
barbaric, extremely inhuman directions and in the tender-
loving, amiable, wholeheartedly adorable directions--
both within the same family, consanguinity and amongst
different families and neighboring nations . . . .

Innumerable times of such turns of events caused
Laos enormous losses, suffering, extremely bitter pains
and torture.

At present, Laos is possessing a territory of only
250,000 square kilometers, having a population of only
4,700,000, becoming a pitifully underdeveloped tiny
nation.
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Even the documents and evidences that are the
heritage of its History, Literature, Culture and
Civilization ( that reflect the Glory of Laos of the Good
Old Days ) were almost all destroyed and are not enough
for the reproductive researches and studies of the
essentials of Lao civilization.

The birth of this booklet might help us reminisce
and recollect and obtain some old historical evidences
to serve as a documentation for those who are interested
in reading it for the benefit of their own studies,
researches, analyses, comparisons and in making further
records that will be a heritage for those patriotic Lao
who remain unforgetfully national-mindedly conscious
so that the latter will find and use them to increase their
knowledge of the meaningful essentials of the Good Old
Days.

It 1s hoped, therefore, that this booklet will be of
considerable use to readers.

At the close of this foreword, let me hereby thank
the translator and reviser, Khodpheth Inthavong na
Nongkhai,who devoted his time and intellectual labour
to translating the booklet into English for the interest of
those who know English but not the Lao language.

Vientiane, 5 May 1989.

Mr. Tham Sayasithsena
@”f{ |
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INTRODUCTION
SECOND IMPRESSION

In 1999 the book on history of the Inpeng Voramaha
Vihara Temple is disappearing from the market of litera-
ry society. There have been demands for additional
impression of the book to beautify and promote the Lao
National Tourism Year 1999-2000. Therefore, there has
been consideration to properly meet those demands.

The first impression took very little time, because
an event which was of good signs in the religious society
forced it : the Royal Kathin sponsored by His Majesty
the King of the Kingdom of Thailand led by Her Royal
Highness the Grown Princess was to be given at this
Temple ; the book thus had been hurriedly published and
complimented to the Princess as scheduled. The hastiness

normally had been a cause of some errors.

In this impression, therefore, there are corrections,
improvements and more photographs with descriptions
of the Temple and some historical puzzle concerning the
brotherly relationships between the Thais and the
Laotians.
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[t 1s hopeful that the new book with re-
illustrations and new spirit will be more readable.
enjoyable and referrable to the readers.

/'/.
March 16, 1999 /

Tham SAYASITHSENA
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- INPENG TEMPLE
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

~ Buddhism has existed for 2532 ycars. The Inpeng
Temple is one of the temples built for the spiritual,
intellectual interests of human societies and for serving
as a sacred shrine where monks and novices learn and
then follow the Buddhist Dharma in order to perpetuate
Buddhism. For certain the Inpéng Temple was erected
after the advent of Buddhism ; but no evidence has yet
been found as to the question ' When, in which year 7"
What can be done is only to approximate, relate and refer
to certain important events pertaining to Buddhism. and
to the written History of the Lao Nation.

One of the events is like this : After the Death of
Buddha. His Ashes were distributed to and enshrined n
numerous towns, cities, nagaras of the Sub-Continent.
Here only Vientiane will be referred to, ( then 1t was not
named Vientiane and not yet a capital city ). When one
of the Enlightened One's Arahantra Disciples was
carrying the Ashes from the Sub-continent, he had been
making wishes for the right location to monumentalise
Them. Upon his arrival at this right place, he had a stupa
built over Them. Later on the public masses, who had
pilgrimmed to worship, and pay homage to the Stupa,
established residences here and formed a town called
Vientiane. (During the reign of King Saysetha the Great
the town was made the Capital City of the Kingdom of
Laos).
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Records in the studies of Buddhism state that the Ashes
that were brought to the Capital City of Vientiane arrived
at the destined site in the year 236 of Buddhist Era--307'

years before Christ.

Since then Buddhism has been extending farther
and farther to all points of the compass in this region.
Temples, pagodas, monasteries and Buddhist shrines
have been consequently erected.

The Inpeng temple also might have been established
thereafter, 1. e. after the year 236 B.E. The exact year is
not yet clarified for certain.

An 1mportant event in the histories of the Lao
Nation that ought to be mentioned here is the reign of
king Fa-Ngum the Great, who introduced Buddhism from
Cambodia or kampuchea to Laos. After he had led an
army, equipped as an aid by his father-in-law who was a
king of Angkorthom Cambodia, marched it in to defeat
the townships and cities within the Lao territories which
had then been disunited, and successfully done the solid
territorial reunification, he sent his mandarins and men
of belles-lettres to make studies and researches on
Buddhism in Phnom Penh, or ANGKORTHOM then,
and then to bring in Buddhism to serve as a serene
Salvation for the Happiness of the Lao peoples all over
the country ; (on the other route, Buddhism entered Laos
via Burma); in total there were two entrance routes.

Moreover, in order to have for keep in the Lao
capital city a paragonal palladium of Buddhism, he asked
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for a solid gold Buddha statue, Prabang, and which was
the State Mascot of the Khmer monarchy, for worship
within Laos. The father-in-law granted as the son-in-law
had requested.

Here. let us observe a little hint : Looking back on
the real basic bonds that have bound the relationships so
intimate among the brotherly and sisterly Lao and
Kampuchean peoples that they belong to the same Family
and that there has never been a single conflict and dissi-
dence among them ; The bonds are due to king Fa-Ngum
the Great who had, by chance, happened to become a
son-in-law of a Kampuchean King.

Upon the arrival of Phrabang in Vientiane (Muong
Vieng Kham then), he erected a magnificent Phrabang
Niche-Shed in the Inpéng Temple and invited the
presence of Phrabang there. Later on the ancient clders
of the town coined up new expressions for use : ' Phrakeo
Niche-Shed : Phrabang Niche-Shed ' -- the first for
Phrakéo. the latter for Phrabang. Nowadays, the said
Phrabang Niche-Shed is renamed " The Tripitaka Shed ",
situated beside the Congregation Hall of the Inpeng
Temple, alongside Setthathirath Road. The name has been
changed to Tripitaka Shed because there was and is no
more Phrabang therein. The Phrabang has been perma-
nently installed in Luang Phrabang since 2019 B.E. The
former Phrabang shed has been used as a place for
keeping The Buddhist Scripture called " The Tripitaka "
which contains 84,000 Dharmic Chapters. Thus the
Phrabang shed has been locally renamed " The Ti Shed ”

34



until today. The word " Ti " is a local shortened form of
the word " Tipitaka " , pronounced [ tai .

Phrabang Chronicles state that Maha Pasmanta
Thera (Kampuchean) and the royal diplomatic corps
invited Phrabang and the Tipitaka Scripture to the Town
of Vieng Kham. Upon the arrival there, a majestic
celebration was performed at Don Chanh (Chanh Island)
for three days and nights before the procession into the
Town of Vieng Kham. (Afterward, Vieng Kham was
renamed Vientiane. See further explanation on the period
when king Setthathirath moved The Capital City to
Vientiane). On the occasion of inviting Phrabang up to
the town of Sisattanakkhanahut (then was not called the
city of Luang Phrabang), there happened a miracle that
men could not lift up the Prabang Statue. Formerly 8
men used to carry it ; now they recruited twelve men,
sixteen men, eighteen men ; still they were unable to lift
the Statue. Some chronicles state that king
Sayachakkaphat (1981-2023 B.E.) invited Prabang onto
a boat and had his men pole it upstream. At Keng Chanh
(Rapids of Chanh) the boat sank ; the Prabang Statue
disappeared and then miraculously reappeared at the
Town of Vieng Kham. The sages, the master astrologers
concluded that Prabang had not wanted to go, but wanted
to stay in Vieng Kham. That's why The Phrabang Shed
was reconstructed at the Inpéng Temple.

These chapters of historical details are mentioned
here merely to prove that the Inpéng Temple had been
erected before the reign of king Fa-Ngum, beginning in

35



1896 B.E. (1353 A.D.) and ended in 1916 B.E. (1375
A.D) : the reign which lasted 20 years. That means The
Inpéng Temple had existed between the year 236 B.E.and
the year 1896 B.E. -- that 1s before the reign of king Fa-
Ngum The Great. What's the exact year ? The evidence
hasn't yet been found.

LOCATION & PARTICULARITIES :

The Great Inpéng Temple is located 1n adjacency
to Setthathrat Road, north of Hophakeo, about over a
kilometre apart ; about 200 metres from the Mekhong
River : locating in the downtown neighbourhood of the
Capital City, it has convenient accesses for the Buddhist
folks, both from within the country and abroad, to come
worshipping and sightseeing.

In the good old days, the Great Inpeng Temple had
a cousiderably vaste compound which was adjoining to
the Great Ong Tue Temple and HaiSoke Temple. In the
twentieth Century, there had been street cuttings, there
had been orderly and beautifying plannings. Therefore,
the three temples, namely, the Inpéng, OngTu, HaiSoke
Temples,have borderlines and their proper compounds
as we see them at the present.

Properly, the total area of Inpeng Temple at the
present is 9785 square metres, in which include the
surfaces for the construction of a main congregation hall,
a mess hall, a tripitaka house, a niche house, a drum
tower, and, among these, a big stupa, two small stupas.
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The rest is planted with fruit trees and left for play
grounds.

The Great Inpeéng Temple of today has a magnific
main Cougregation Hall building of 15.90 metres wide,
42.50 metres long, 24.60 metres tall. Within the Hall;
seated 1n cross - legged squat is the Main Buddha Statue
with a knee - to - knee tips distance of 5.30 metres, built
by the ancient public leadership before the Reign of King
Fa Ngum and before the Reign of Khoun Boulom
Rajathiraj ; there 1s a Niche House which is 4.50 metres
wide, 6.00 metres long, 7.00 metres high, in which there
1s the Grand ' Sacred Inthathiraj Buddha Statue ', with a
lap distance of 1.72 metres, a height of 2.05 metres .
There 1s a Tripitaka House, 5.70 metres wide, 5.90 metres
long (when first built the Tripitaka House had contained
Pha Bang before Pha Bang was permanently moved to
Luang Phrabang once forall until now). There isa Méss
Hall which 1s 15:60 metres wide, 26.60 metres long, 17.20
metres high ; There 1s adrum tower which is 15.40 metres
tall, 5 metres wide, 5 metres long.

THE MAIN BUDDHA STATUE OF THE
INPENG TEMPLE CONGREGATION
HALL : MIRACULOUS POWERS

This section will narrate the erection of The Main
Buddha Statue of the Temple. In the immemorable past
and here, at the neighbourhood where people call Inpéng
Quarter, people came to reside and settled down and co-
existed in ever-increasing numbers and made it a
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community of prosperity and wealth. Of course, where
there is a community there consequently arises the
problems of human societies. Here only problem of the
needs of spiritual, intellectual alimentation, one of which
is a religious belief that brings about contentment,
gladness together with knowledge, glories and
enlightenment that clear a route to serve as an ideal
viewpoint, as a directive for the way of life that is correct,
righteous and another thousand adjectives will be
mentioned. All those in total serve as a spiritual,
intellectual nutriment to nourish the animation, the
spirituality, the intellectuality and the organism of Man,
making it meaningful, hopeful and vigorous enough to
service human society as a whole, and to serve his own
self, too.

The Lao spiritual nutrients are mostly derived from
Buddhism. The Lao then believe in and worship it,
maintaining that it be directive codes. So, that leads to
the existence of a meeting centre for religious Service
where they can get virtues from Buddhism. That centre
is a temple, pagoda, monastery, church or simply a Wat.
The majesty, the magnificence, the delicacy of a Wat's
buildings are dependent upon the force of faith of the
constructors, upon the wealth force of the patrons who
give out support and dedicate charities.

The Congregation Hall Building of Inpéng Temple
is a proof of the above mentioned point. Its magnificence
surpasses those of other Wats in the City. Its terrace, its
columns are sturdy, made of laterite. Its architectural arts
invite faith.
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So far so good. Then the skillful sculptors, masons
began to create the Main Buddha Statue on a
proportionally well-shaped, nicely-smoothed altar of a
height proper to seat it.

The creation went on with neatness and industrious-
ness : they were doing the shoulders and the chest at the
base of the neck when all of them took rest for it would
soon be nocturnal, late afternoon when the Sun was to
set.

Here at this paragraph, let the compiler write after
the handed-down story told by our ancestors and retold
generation after generation, so that that story wouldn't
perish from our memories. In particular, the creation of
the Main Buddha Statue in the next. following stage was
like a miraculous, dramatic, fairy tale as follows :

At sundown on the very day, there appeared, three
white clad holy men entering the Village. It was unknown
where they were from ; the Village elders paid them
homage and welcome. One of them raised a question :

" We hear a news, rumour that you laymen have faith in
the construction of a Main Buddha Statue ; let's also say
our utmost Amen : but that's not wholeheartedly all ;
sincerely we want to work as masons, and sculptors
helping to create this Statue to completion ; are you
laymen and laywomen pleased to let us participate in
this great,virtuous activity ? " The laypeople were stupe-
fied, stunned, aghast : they all murmured and whispered,
because they didn't expect such an undreamt-of event.
Finally, the elders did answer in unison : " Pleased !
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Pleased we are wholeheartedly ! May you three white-
clad holy men not fail to take part in this virtuous activity ".

At sunup of the following day immediately after
the morning mess and prayers, the three white-clad holy
men set out to create the Buddha Statue ; they connected
the neck, shaped the countenance, put on the earlobes,
put on the scalp, elaborated the crowning headpiece,
respectively, and gave their finishing touches to
perfection within three daytimes, the elders and villagers
gasped, in amazement, delighted, and rapturously lauded
so that they finally became wordless. There was no spot
to find fault with. On the contrary, they just enjoyed and
admired it. Some said : Lo ! Look at his countenance
and eyes ! Oh ! What a serene handsomeness ! The face
is equanimously smiling : the face tells virtuous
almightiness. A contented face doesn't scowl at children
but adores them. A patriotic face. An amiable face tells
kindness, generosity, hospitality, equanimity, as 1f he's
already attained Nirvana. If you stand just right in front
of him you won't see the earlobes but the lower lobetips;
that's suprising.

To look at him and admire him gives special
satisfaction to the soul as if one's staying under certain
shady shelter and almightiness that protect one within
the cool of sensuous happiness ....., one's all excited
throughout one's physical and mental body.

Both the white-clad holy men, creators, and every
elderly person, all were smiling, admired it, and
wholeheartedly delighted that they had performed the
virtuous activity together.
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On the fourth day, all three white-clothed hermits
said farewell and trod southeastward. Arriving at a pond,-

* the white-clads turned round and addressed themselves

to the elders and the crowd of seers-off telling them to
return home. " To accompany us here is all right. "
Nobody turned back but kept his eyes fixed on the
treading hermits. Before long the hermits jumped
skyward out of sight and turned into fluffs of clouds
drifting and floating heavenward and then disappeared.

The elders and the crowd who had seen the incident
with their own eyes went down on their knees
immediately and kowtowed. And their amazement
multiplied.

Since then, this erected Wat has been named : " Wat
Inpéng " (the Indra, the Brahma, the devas or devati
descended, came down to create and gave it finishing
touches), becoming a holy, sacred, and reverend temple.
[t has always been a temple where the citizens turn to as
a shelter or refuge for their souls.

The pond where the three white-clad men sprang
skyward out of sight since then has been called " Bung
Pha Yorng ". More than ten hundred years have gone by
and the word Pha Yorng was garbled into " Kha Yorng ",
Thus the pond, " Bung Kha Yorng " until today. (The
pond that's located 2 kilometers west of Vientiane along
the Tha Dua Road. The Village on the bank of the Pond
also has been named Ban Bung Kha Yorng).
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THE MIRACLES OF THE INTHATHIRAJ AND
THEMAIN STATUE DURING THE HO WAR
DAYS.

Our ancestors, forefathers generation after
generation told and retold : When the Ho pirates returned
to loot, plunder, pillage and to massacre, slaughter the
people in Vientiane City, they used picks, pickaxes,
mattocks to pierce and making holes on the alter of the
Wat Inpéng Main Buddha Statue and on its back.
Abruptly, more than ten pirates got giddy and vomited
air from their stomachs and straggled away from the
Congregation Hall like mad as 1f they were swimming
away. When they reached the Wat fence poles, they all
became unbearably vertiginous and fainted and dropped
dead.

THE DAYS BEFORE THE 1960 KONG LE COUP
D'ETAT.

The Intha Buddha Statue, enshrined at the back end
of the arched altarpiece of the Congregation Building
performed a miracle, perspiring and until sweat dripped.
The people, Lao and foreign such as Chinese and
Vietnamese, wiped and dipped the perspiration with
cotton wads or white cloth and kept the materials in their
household altars for their worship. Two months later, the
Kong Le Coup d'Etat took place ; the national situations
were all in turmoil everywhere ; the people suffered
hardships and death in the battles of weapons ; several
mortar and artillery shells stuck on Wat Inpeng
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compound, but did not detonate, there was no danger :
but when they landed on and hit the people's homes, they
exploded causing fires, for examples, the houses that
belonged to Grammy (Mae Tou) Bao and Granny (Mae
Tou) Tong, ..... were afire after the blasts of the shells.

WAT INPENG IN CONNECTION
WITH
HISTORIES OF THE LAO NATION

During the days when King Sethathirath reigned
from 2091-2114 B.E., he moved the capital City to
Vientiane in 2103 B.E.

Before those days the Lao Capital City had been at
Luang Prabang which had been called " Muong Xieng
Thong " and " Muong Sisatanakhanahut," respectively.
Then came the reign of Phaya La Sene Tai, in 2019 B.E.
he came down to invite Pra Bang to go northwards by
land route and enshrined it at Wat Manorom (Wat Mano
Xieng Kang). Came then the year 2039 B.E. and Chao
Vichunnaraj was enthroned, he invited Pra Bang from
Wat Manorom and kept it at the Royal Temple of Wat
Vichoon that was newly constructed in 2056 B.E. The
former Town Xieng Thong of the Past then has changed
Its name into Luang Prabang City since then, for it was
the Capital City and Prabang has been seated there to
serve as a palladium of the city.

As for Vientiane, it was formerly name Vieng Kham.
According to the Pra Bang chronicles, when King
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Setthathirath reign came, the Capital City was moved
from Luang Prabang to Muong Vieng Kham, then named
Chanthaboury Sisatanakhanahut. Some chronicles called
it Chanthaboury Sy Uay Luay. Many seasons and years
have gone by and the name of the old Capital City has
been altered to the Capital City of Vientiane. The name
is both a shortening and a recombination. Vieng was taken
from Vieng Kham, Chan (or in French TIANE) was taken
from Chanthaboury Sisatanakhanahut ; recom- bined,
they formed a new word VIENG CHAN or VIENTIANE

(French orthography).

This is easier to read, pleasing to the ears always
up-to-date and has a heartfelt appreciative significance.

Now let's begin the ingression into the stories of
Wat Inpéng that are related to another epoch of the
Histories. Wat Inpéng originally has existed long, long
before the days of king Fa Ngum the Great and the
Dominion of King Sayasettha the Great.

It's already well-known that King Sayasettha the
Great was a very vigorously devout and pious monarch,
a famous keen and sharp architect. He designed and built
the That Luang Stupa, and an innumerable number of
Wats, molded an uncountable amount of sacred Buddha
statues. Among them, let's take the Main Statue of the
Congregation Hall of Wat Ong-Tue for a brief narration,
because it is concerned with the epoch of histories of the
[Lao Nation, in which some Burmese intervened into our
Fatherland.
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What's to be mentioned on the following paragraphs
has been recorded in written form in a Burmese book
entitled " Slaked-Limed Necks". It's a book on a period
of Burmese histories kept in the National lemw In
Rangoon.

King Sayasettha ordered an altar pavilion erected
in Wat Inpeéng in order to make a preparation for the
molding of a main bronze Buddha statue (the present
Main Statue of Wat Ong-Tue). While the technicians.
artists and the scholars were finishing the preparations
of shaping the wax statue, making a mold, setting fire to
the furnace for smelting metals, the Burmese Army
sneaked i1n through the jungles and surrounded the
Capital City of Vientiane on all sides and sent a
diplomatic mission with a message to the Court of King
Sayasettha the Great at the ceremonial pavilion in Wat
Inpeng. The message was an ultimatum to the King of
Laos, the main content of which reads : " 1. Be prepared
to make war with us. We are here surrounding Vientiane
on all sides. 2. Surrender and let Laos be a dependency
of Burma. Choose one alternative. "

Upon the reception of the letter, King Sayasettha-
thira) was flabbergasted for a while because it was an
unexpected event. Then he carried the message to the
Palace, met with his queen, had a discussion with her ;
got a bright wisdom, then came back to the altar pavilion
and gave an answer to the Burmese diplomats : " We are
going to perform a great virtuous act in Buddhistdom.,
1.e., to mould and cast a main Buddha Statue with bronze
weighing one tue (one thousand million). We have already
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prepared the furnace, the cast and the incenses. [t's not
yet time to make war ; it's time to perform an enormously
virtuous act. We then invite you to participate in this
performance of a virtuous act with us, too "

The Burmese diplomats got the answer, and returned
to report to the Chief of the Burmese Army who permitted
three diplomats to participate according to the Lao
invitation.

It was time to pour the molten bronze into the molds ;
King Sayasettha with his bare hands lifted the molten
bronze pot, which was bright red and cast it into three
molds. Then he invited the Burmese diplomats to
participate in the ceremony in the same way ; right away
the latter refused--with amazement and fear--because
they couldn't do that, the fire might burn their hands,
they only kowtowed with their hands to King Sayasettha
asking him to cast the molten bronze and finish the

creation.

When the casting of the bronze was done, the
Burmese diplomats returned and reported the event to
their Army Chief in detail. That made him flabbergasted,
frichtened and feared the miraculous mightiness of the
King, and that made the Burmese felt doubtful if they
would attack Vientiane.

At sundown the very day, the Burmese men and
officers Went to bed on time, the King with his officers
and his Right and Left Bodyguards and the powertul
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scrvants of the court went out to visit the Burmese Army
that spent the night resting outside Vientiane suburbs.
He cast spells to lull the Burmese soldiers to a deep, sound
sleep and become unconscious. His bodyguards found a
nice opportunity to slaughter the enemies casily,
unsheathed their swords preparing to behead to their
hearts' desire. The King commanded them absolutely not
to, for that might bring about the deterioration of Lao
prestige and be immoral in warfare.

Those days people liked to use spells, because they
were apparently quickly visible and satisfied--nowadays
they are called psychic energy or power which arises
from practice, drills-in aceordance with the procedures
and the plans that lead to the success of applying the
psychic might that can perform astonishing miracles.

He. the King, ordered then to-get slaked lime to
mix with water making it white and to paint on the throats
of 7-8 Burmese-officers.“Then be led the procession
retreating back to the Capital.

Awakened in the morning, the'Burmese men got up
from their sleep, seeing the white neck of their Army
Chief, whispered and laughed at something as it were a
funny joke. The Chief felt angry, asked what they were
laughing at. The answer was : Seemed you powdered
yourself so early ? They asked each other and saw that
their fellow officers' necks, about eight of them, were
also white. They thought that their fellows had made fun
out of them : they burst out scolding and cursing. The
answers were that nobody had done it. Ah, why then were
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the neck whitened ? They discussed it for a little while
and a voice informed : Last night King Setthathirath came
into this camp (the Lao spies had left him behind to give
the information). They were frightened, amazed and
raised question. "The Slaked Limed Necks" had become
a riddle that could not be solved. The guesses multiplied.
An elderly officer made himself heard: King Sayasettha
dared to enter our camp. Moreover, he could have painted
our throats with slaked lime ! Why didn't he behead us ?

Finally, knowing all of the facts, the Burmese were
surprised, and wondered and worshipped the spirit of
the Lao King. Then they appointed an ambassador and
sent him in to pay their homage to the King and find out
the facts from himself.

Having found out all of them, the Burmese Chiet
who was of the royal blood himself decide to come in
and pay his appreciative respects to the King and request
a friendly relationship with Laos.

During their easy conversations, the Burmese Prince
learned that activities and the behaviours of King
Sayasettha had been motivated and directed by his
Queen's thoughtful wisdom.

The Burmese Royalty grew more and more belief
in and a millionfold respect for her. This had been to the
extent that he requested a permission to fetch mountain
stones to build a memorial for her (the Queen's sculpture
made of mountain stone is still at the back of the Wat
Inpéng Congregation Hall, leaning against its wall); the
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rest of those mountain stones were carved into two lions
standing guard at the front passageway of the Building;
and two slices of the stone can be seen lying in front of
the Congregation Building until today.

[t was an epoch in which the Lao of both sexes were
wise and witty to miraculously turn their enemies into
friends. As for the Main Ong-Tue Buddha Statue, when
the casting, moulding and the final polishing had been
done satisfactorily to perfection, King Saysetthathiraj
installed it at the spot under the roof of a congregation
hall built anew to house it : and the newly erected wat
was called Wat Ong-Tue.

[t 1s evident that Wat Inpéng had been connected to
the histories of the Lao Nation in two epochs. The first
one was in the days of King Fa Ngum the Great, 1896
B,E., when he took Pra Bang from Kampuchea to Wat
Inpéng, whereas the Wat itself had been existing long
time ago--possibly several hundreds or over one thousand
years, 1f we are to date back to the time when Buddha's
Ashes had been brought to be enshrined at That Luang
in 236 B.E. It was a long time of 1660 years, during
which Wat Inpéng might have been erected on any year :
the evidence of which has not yet been found.

The second epoch was in the days of King Saya-
settha the Great, B.E. 2104, when the Ong-Tue Main
Buddha Statue was ceremoniously cast at Wat Inpéng.
That was 250 years after the Reign of King Fa Ngum ;
and the Burmese Royalty created a memorial sculpture
from the mountain stone for the Queen of Laos at Wat
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[npéng that serves as an evident proof.

Therefore, Wat Inpéng or the InpengTemple has
been an ancient temple existing simultaneously with the

Town of Vientiane for more than a thousand years ; it 1s
an important monastery connected with the histories of
the Lao Nation--a temple that's a memorial of national
glorious past, a sacred and holy Wat that really should
be humbly respected, worshipped, enshrined, should be
conserved and preserved to be as glorious as it deserves
the merit of our pride, of our peaceful refuge so that it
remain the perpetually invaluable treasure of our Nation
on and on and on ad infinitum.

A PUZZLE IN HISTORY

A Record of the close friendly relationship between
Vientiane City and Sri Ayuddhaya City in the Reign of
King Sayasettha the Great who erects the Pha That " Si
Song Hak " Stupa in Ampur Dan Sai, Leuai Province,
Thailand - (being the evidence of loving fondness
between the two fraternal peoples, Lao-Thai) 1s a
magnific masterpiece and an unexemplary chef-d'ocuvre
of the Lao royalty.

The Pha That " Si Song Hak " Stupa, the never
perishable memorabilia, comes to exist because of the
amiability that has stepped up to the status of one and
same royal household (betrothment) between the two
Lao-Thai Royalties. An historical record writes : The
King of Sri Ayuddhaya City appoints his men into a
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procession to bring the Princess " Phra Thep Kasattri ", a
daughter of Queen Sri Suriyothai, to Vientiane City to
marry King Saysettha the Great (as proposed by the Lao
King who is then single). When the procession is midway
to the destination, the King of Hongsawadi City, learned
of the procession, with the conspiracy of the Duke of
Phitsanuloke, sends an army to take Princes Phra Thep
Kasattr1 ; that causes Vientiane City and Sri Ayuddhaya
City to become more and more closely tied in in their
solidarity and amiability in the face of the same foe,
Burma, and thus to erect the Si Song Hak Stupa, (literally,
means, the Bliss-of-Two-Beloveds' Stupa.-Translator) as
an evident witness of the Love so that that unexemplary
royal amiability shall never be oblivious.

Another important achievement in the area of
relationship with neighbouring countries which is
recorded 1s the last friendly relationship with Hongsawadi
City of Burma. The record reads : While King Setthathiraj
1s creating a Buddha statue in front of the existent Main
Buddha Statue of the Inpéng Temple, that is to say, while
he 1s preparing to perform the ceremony of pouring the
melted bronze to mold/cast the Main Buddha Statue of
Wat Ong Tue Temple, a Burmese army has sneaked in
and is surrounding Vientiane City. They send a royal
message, an ultimatum, to King Setthathiraj, which reads:
" 1. Come out and fight, or 2. Become a subject city, a
colony, of Burma". At the moment, King Saysetthathiraj
has no heart to, no thought of, fight any war with anybo-
dy ; his mind and heart is purposedly set to make boon
only, thus does not decide to answer to the ultimatum of
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Burma : but takes the message ultimatum of the Burmese
to the royal palace, the " Ho Kham ", gives it to his Queen
to help him consider and find the solution, (the details
are mentioned in this booklet on page 42) that can charm
the enemies to change their mind from being foes to being
friends. The Burmese royal army chief voluntarily
surrenders., become friendly to King Setthathiraj just once
for good, with satisfaction and contentment and
wholehearted worship for his being a wise, witty King
who is full of compassionate sentiment that spreads vaste
afar along of Buddhist traditional Ways that are so
absolutely justifiable that the great Burmese army chief
(whether he is Bureng Nong or whosoever will be once
again further studied and researched) in the name of the
Burmese King asks with his sincere heart for permission
from King Saysetthathiraj to bring in mountain stones to
sculpture commemorative images of the Queens of
Vientiane City and of Hongsawadi City to perpetuate
mutually in pair ; at thesame time the Lao King does ask
the Burmese King to sculpture the image of the Burmese
Queen to form a matching pair ; therefore, there are
images of the two Queens standing side by side ; that 1s
with the intention to let them become the evident
memorabilias which are deeprooted, filled with
reverential regards for the amiabilities between the two
kings of Vientiane City and Hongsawadi City. (The said
memorable images are still lingering within the
Congregation Hall, next to the back wall of the
Congregation Hall of the Inpéng Temple).

Another thing there is a thoughtful question which
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Is a puzzle about the image of the Queen of Hongsawadji
City : To which Dynasty does this Queen belong ?
Whether or not is she the Princess Phra Thep Kasattri,
the daughter of Queen Sri Suriyothai, whom the King of
Hongsawadi had forcefully taken away ? Or what (the
truth will be further searched for and found out).

[t 1t really 1s Princess Phra Thep Kasattri, the deed
of the King of Hongsawadi, i.e., the sculpture of her
image to replace her real self as a souvenir standing side
by side with the Queen of King Setthathiraj, will suggest
a proof of a deep, profound significance that : it is a
humble plead for forgiveness from King Setthathiraj for
that the Burmese King has offended and insulted the Lan
Xang King who is full of compassionate qualities of
Buddist Kingdom, that are pure white clean. The
Hongsawadi King may have consciously awakened that
us bride stealing has been thievish, inappropriate and
ought not to have been a deed of a prestigious king. Or
had it been the idea and the action of one of his serving
lords to get a beautiful young woman and give her to his
King so that he will get honoured, get wealthy and for
any other interests, that is still extremely inappropriate.
Therefore, the King of Hongsawadi has the sentiment to
annul that guilt for good and ask for forgiveness or
pardon, pays homage and then asks for friendly
relationship with Vientiane City, Lan Xang, for a long,
ong term. Since then it has not happened that any
Burmese army has come down to attack Laos any more.

All events recorded above are those that happened
in the time period of the Reign of King Saysettha the
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Great only, therefore, are the data that suggest a
consideration that : The Queen of the King of
Hongsawadi verily is Princess Phra Thep Kasattr1 who
has been stolen and taken away.

The two events written above are magnificent
foreign political achievements, namely, the ties of royal
relationships with neighbouring countries which are an
important, hardly comparable historical record.

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF WAT INPENG

The amelioration and reconstruction of the Main
Buddha Statue and Congregation Building has been
ooing on continuously, continually accordingly to the
funds and the construction materials forces available,
controlled unremittingly and continuously by several
responsible committees.

Here. we shall mention only the reconstructions of
the latter years beginning in the first halt of 1965 till
now : During the days of 1966, one of the committeemen
Colonel Patron Tham Sayasithsena, the Secretary-
General of the (then) Lao Ministry of National Detence,
took his progressive courage to create a plan of an entire
reconstruction of the Congregation Hall, in a style of
modern architecture, with re-enforced concrete so that it
would be solid, and permanent once and for all and that
there would be no more alteration : that 1s to say, to
heighten the pillars, to heighten the walls accordingly, to
lay re-enforced concrete for the ceiling, to delicately
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design a new style for the roofs, to restyle altogether the
seat of the Main Buddha Image and the windows and
the doors, ...

At this point, a record of the approximate cost of
the constructions & reconstructions of this gloriously
colourful and sophisticated historical architectural
structure ought to be made as follows :

In 1965 the Wat Inpéng Congregation Building
Constructions and Reconstructions Committee that
included some engineer(s) of the Ministry of Public
Works did in advance estimate that the cost of the Wat
Inpeng Congregation Building constructions & Recon-
structions after the new plan would be approximately
50,000,000 kips (fifty million kips).

Only the new plan drafting cost alone. if it is
reckoned in conformity with the world business rate of
12% for the estimated total cost of 50,000,000 kips.
would be 6,000,000 kips (six million kips). If an architect
drew it, it would be 6,000,000 kips of the hiring
expenditure.

But this design after supramodern or supraprogres-
sive 1dea has been the responsibility of Mr. Tham Saya-
sithsena. That includes following up, controlling and in-
specting the constructions so that they would be done in
accordance to the design, altogether with giving the ideas
for the magnificent details and the colourfully exotic
artistry and decorations : These also were all the responsi-
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bilities of Mr. Tham Sayasithsena. Therefore, there were
no hiring at all. Yet it is calculated that this sum of
6.000,000 kips was naturally the work resulting from
the fact that Mr. Tham Sayasithsena has exerted his
efforts, his creativity, his knowledge of sucesstul
construction and his intellectuality which are considered
a precious intellectual value, an immaterial charity which
Mr. Tham Sayasithsena has yet wholeheartedly and dedi-
catedly contributed to the charity funds.

Serving as the organs of the reconstructions controls
in conformity with the designs were Pra Achan Vandy
within the Temple and without the elder parishioners of
Inpéng and of other Villages altogether with the
townsmen both Lao and foreign of the city of Vientiane.
All of them, both men and women of all age groups
children included, together with the monks and novices
of different temples have been wholeheartedly donating
their valuable energy, time, money and materials for the
reconstructions.

Speaking of foreign countries, especially Thatiland,
Patron colonel Tham Sayasithsena, in the name of the
President of the Young Buddhist Association cum
Chairman of the Wat Inpéng Congregation Hall Construc-
tion, has met with the Buddhist organization of Thailand,
and brought Kathin gifts from Bangkok and from Chieng
Mai to offer at this Wat thrice, they made a great amount
(more than four million kips, approximately) that helped
the fulfillments of the construction of the important parts
of the Hall, namely, the roofs and the ceiling.
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To sum up two main fundings which Mr. Tham
Sayasithsena has mindfully acted as the headman in
raising for the contributions to the constructions and re-
constructions of Wat Inpéng's Main Meeting Hall

Building or Congregation building, they would amount
to a total of 6,000,000 + 4,000,000 = 10,000,000 kips
(ten million kips).

In 1985 the back facade of the roof and the back
door were completed and gilded.

[n 1986 the front left and right doors were done
with gilt.

In 1988 the-Complete, great virtuous charity of
gilding the Main Buddha Statue and the Inthathiraj
Buddha Statue and the painting of the seats were taken
care of and donated for by Patron Bouachanh and Matron
Anong Inthavong and their family, Patron Tham and
Chokmany Sayasithsena“altogether with the elderly
laypeople, the patrons and matrons and the faithful
parishioners and householders.

The Donation Certificates that Wat issued, gave to
those who have donated their material goods and energies
and intelleclualities for the Main Buddha Statue are the
evident proof of their Faith in the blessed Buddhism and
in the Buddhistlike, wholeheartedly close solidarity.

It's observed that there were rumours in the commu-
nities, in the circles of both clergymen and laymen, that
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the Congregation Building of Wat [npéng i1s the most
sophisticatedly beautiful one of Laos. But the
reconstruction is still going on---not yet finished, when
it's finished the glorious beauty will indeed increase more
and more.

Now. the That Luang Shrine, the Great Temple of
Wat Inpéng, the Great Wat Ong-Tue Temple and Wat
Sisaket all these four monasteries have been listed as the
State (formerly " Royal ") temples of the Nation long
time ago. They are regarded as sacred, historical shrines
and as ancient architectural beauties in this region.

The Compiler
Mr. Tham SAYASITHSENA

Published by the Clergy of Wat Inpéng for the Wat
Reconstruction Funds Drive.

58



o Q
SEI;IEJ‘IO&J.UEE]RUI 27 /79U1.NU.
395Ut 8,/9,/93

Q

GUE9R 2 49u0u 10.000 cdiU

FLMm)oUIo=T0

Publication Permission No. 27/Vo.Tho.Ko.Pho.
Dated 8/9/93

Second Impression : 10.000 Capies

All rights reserved.



e ———



