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Luang Prabang is one of the old-
est cities in Laos, having been built
over 1,000 years ago. In the 14th
to 15th century it was the capital
city of the kingdom of Lang Xang
and was the leading center of civi-
lization in Laos during the 16th
through 18th centuries.

Luang Prabang has retained many
beautiful historical and cultural
sites of interest to tourists. The
most important of these is the mu-
seum of Luang Prabang, created
from the old royal palace. This
museum contains an extensive col-
lection of cultural objects from
Luang Prabang and the surround-
ing areas.

THE MUSEUM OF LUANG
PRABANG

The museum is housed in the
former royal palace which was
built between 1904 and 1909. It
originally was a mixture of French
and Lao architecture but extensive
changes were made to adapt it to
Lao culture. These included the
addition of rooms such as a mod-
ern toilet and many interior deco-
rations. An example of the later is
the glass mosaic which was added
when the throne hall was refur-
bished between 1970 and 1975.
This mosaic depicts folk tales and
scenes of cultural or historical in-
terest to Luang Prabang. On 31
March, 1976, the museum was
opened to the public.
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sprire after renovation.

The government has been
working to restore, maintain and
increase the collection of artifacts
housed at the museum. These are
from northern Laos, mainly from
Luang Prabang province. In 1991,
the government, with aid from the
Swedish government, sent a spe-
cialist to work at the museum. The
purpose was to study the artifacts
and develop appropriate displays.
Now the museum has become the
center of historical and cultural
research,as well as the main source
of income, for residents of Luang
Prabang. The Swedish government
has continued to help with resto-
ration. The goal is to restore things
to their original state without
changing either the type of mate-
rial used or the style of workman-
ship. In addition, appropriate ways
of both protecting and displaying
the artifacts are being employed.
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IMPORTANT AREAS AND AR-
TIFACTS IN MUSEUM.

PRABANG ROOM

The Prabang room,or room of Bud-
dha images, is found in the right
wing. This room is used for reli-
gious ceremonies and also con-
tains a collection of images signifi-
cant to Lao cultural heritage.

1. Prabang : Prabang is a Bud-
dha image cast in a mixture of
gold, silver and bronze with a to-
tal weight of 54 kg. This beautiful
image is made in the Mon-Khmer
style and shows the same style of
craftsmanship as the image in
Viengkham, Vientiane province.
The annals of Luang Prabang state
that this image was made in Sri
Lanka and later given to the king
of Khmer. In 1396, the image,
along with a religious heritage, was
given to King Fa Ngum, the ruler
of the kingdom of Lan-Xiang.

Prabang is an important im-
age for the people of Ldos and is
also evidence for the historical
kingdom of Lan-Xiang. City annals
record that the city was originally
called Muong Sua and later
changed to Xiang Thong. In 1560,
the name was finally changed to
Luang Prabang in honor of the
Prabang image.

2. Buddha under Naga

This is an image of Buddha medi-
tating under the raised hood of a
snake. It is made from stone and
in the Khmer style of the 12th to
13th century. It comes from Wat
Wisoun, Luang Prabang.
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3. Various images

Many images are displayed around
the pedestal of the Prabang image.
These images show Buddha in
many different positions and are
made of wood, bronze and vari-
ous other metals or materials.
They were made by Lao craftsman
during the 17 through the 19 cen-
turies.

4. Ivory Buddha

This Buddha image is carved from
ivory. It comes from Wat Wisoun,
Luang Prabang.

5. Prabot Thom kwang

This wall hanging was made in the
19th century and is embroidered
with gold thread. There is a sec-
ond picture in ordinary material
which was made in the early 20
century. A third picture was re-
ceived from Mongolia.

MAIN ENTRANCE HALL

This large room was used for re-
ceptions and other ceremonies. It
is located at the front of the build-
ing and connects to many other
rooms which will be discussed be-
low.

I. Central hall

This room is next to the entrance
door. It was used as a waiting
room for both citizens and foreign-
ers who wanted to see the king. In
addition, religious and traditional
ceremonies were held here. This
room contains many important
objects :
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1. Elevated chair

This chair was used by a senior
monk when teaching. It is made
of carved wood and covered with
gold leaf. It was built in 1965 by
Luang Prabang craftsman.

2. Buddha image and antique
objects

Variousbronze antiques from the
17th through thel9th century are
on display in six glass showcases.
The first case contains antique ob-
jects date from the 18 century,
found in a small stuppa of Wat
That Luang, Luang Prabang.

3. Prathan throne

The rectangular throune is made
of wood with a cushion on top.
The wood is carved in a floral de-
sign and covered in gold leaf. This
throne is similar to other thrones
on display in the museum. It was
built in 1963 by a Luang Prabang
craftsman.

II. Former reception room of
the king

This room is on the northern side
of the right wing. Here guests were
received by the king secretary.
The king’s secretary and the chief
of protecal would then accompany
the guest to meet the king. Such
audiences with the king were given
for the presentation of letters of
credence, officals new government
appointments, ambassadors re-
ceiving credencials and instruction
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before going abroad and other for-
mal ceremonies. In this room are
several noteworthy objects :

1. Statue of King Ounkham
This statue was made in France.
King Ounkham assended to the
throne as ruler of Lang Xiang Luang
Prabang in 1872 and ruled until
1889.

2. Statue of king Khamsouk
(Sakkarine)

King Khamsouk was the son of King
Ounkham. He ruled from 1890-
1904. This statue was also made
in France.

3. Statue of king Sisavangvong
The son of Khamsouk, King
Sisavangvong ruled from 1905-
1959. The statue was made in
France. |

4., Model of royal
carriage

This model came from
Wat Wisoun and was
made in the 19th cen-

tury.
5. Mural
This mural was painted

in 1930 by French art-
ist.

6. Khong Bang
Khong Bang, or bronze
drums, are on display
from various ethnic
groups.

Model of royal carriage

6
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III. Former reception room of
the queen

This room is found in the left wing.
The guests received here were
women, the wives of important
guests. They were received by the
king's secretary and chief of pro-
tocol and then led to the queen.
Important objects in the room in-
clude :

1. Oil painting of King Sisa-
vangvathana

This picture of the king in a stand-
ing position was painted in 1967
by Soviet artist Iliya Kazunov.

2. Q0il painting of Queen
Khamphoui

The wife of King Sisavangvathana
is shown in a siting position. It
was painted in 1967 by Soviet art-
ist [liya Kazunov.

3. Oil painting of crown prince
Vongsavang

Vongsavang was the eldest son of
King Sisavangvathana. This pic-
ture was also painted by Soviet art-
ist Iliya Kazunov in 1967.

4. Various objects of art

The glass case in this rooms con-
tains objects of art which friendly
countries sent as a gift of state to
the king. Among the countries
represented are the Soviet Union,
Poland, Burma, Cambidia, Thai-
land, Nepal, Japan, India, China,
USA, Australia, Checkosilvokia, Vi-
etnam and others.
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Gold model of stuppa

THRONE HALL

1. This hall was a place for impor-
tant ceremonies on the national
level. A throne is found in the mid-
dle of the hall and flanked by spe-
cial vases known as Oup mak man
mak yeun. There is also a large
candle which was lit during the
coronation ceremony.

2. On the right side of the room is
a glass show case with carved
wooden frame. It was made by
Luang Prabang craftsman Chaan
Phoumi and Phia Tanh and con-
tains many valuable objects :

top level

- Gold model of stuppa
decorated with pre-
cious stone This was
made by craftsman at
Wat Mano, Luang
Prabang during the
15th century.

- Gold Buddha image
by craftsman of Wat
Mano during the 15th
century

- Buddha of mixed gold
and copper in walking
position made by
craftsman of Wat Mano
during the 15th cen-
tury

bottom level

- Buddha image made from pre-
cious stone with gold base and
hair. Made in 16th century.

- Buddha image made from pre-
cious stone with copper base.
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- Standing Buddha image made
from precious stone on a base of
precious stone. Made in the 15th
century.

- Buddha image showing Buddha
defeating evil. Made of precious
stone in the 16th century.

- Stuppa made from precious stone
with a gold top. All four sides of
the stuppa show the face of Bud-
dha. Made in the 16th century.

- Stuppa made of precious stone
in the 16th century.

- Tree with golden fruit made in
the 16th century.

3. Elephant chair

This chair comes from Wat Sisaket,
Vientiane. It was made by a
Vientiane craftsman in the late
19th century.

4. Statue of Vishnu

This bronze statue was made
sometime during the 12th or 13th
century.

5. Glass case

On the left side of the hall is a glass
case with a carved, wooden frame
overlaid with gold leaf. This was
made by Luang Prabang craftsman
Chaan Phoumi and Phia Tanh. The
case contains many important ob-
jects :

top level

- Golden basket for betel nut. In-
side are several small gold boxes
used to hold medicine. These
were made by craftsman at Wat
Wisoun, Luang Prabang during
the 16th century.

- Gold alms bowl for monk with
golden cover, from Wat Wisoun,
Luang Prabang. 16th century.
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- Gold, eight sided vase with gold
flowers. Made by craftsman at
Wat Wisoun, Luang Prabang daur-
ing the 16th century.

- Gold flask for drinking water,
from Wat Wisoun, 16t century.

- Small gold tan (bowl used for of-
ferings). Made by craftsman at
Wat Wisoun during the 16th cen-
tury.

Juandaglanluiicesio / Precious objects in the glass case.
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- Gold flag decorated with precious
stones

- Small gold box with lid used to
hold medicine

- Gold case for lime (lime is used
with chewing betel nut)

- Gold ring with precious stone

- Large gold circle for storing rings

- Many circles for storing rings

- Small ceramic jar

- Gold Buddha image

- Honey colored glass Buddha im-
age

- White glass Buddha image with
gold hat

- Black glass Buddha image

- Bronze walking Buddha image.
From craftsman at Wat Wisoun.
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Made during the 16th century.
- Bronze meditating Buddha image
- Bronze Buddha image in the po-
sition of defeating evil

bottom level

- Bronze walking Buddha image
from the 16th century

- Bronze meditating Buddha image
with glass ornament. This was
made in the Xieng Saen style
sometime during the 15th cen-
tury.

- Bronze Buddha with glass orna-
ment in the position of defeat-
ing evil. 15th century. This is
an especially beautiful piece.

6. Mosaic

This mosaic was done by Thit

Bounthanh, Thit Duang and

Siphone and depicts the following

folk tales and traditional ceremo-

nies of Lao.

- Story of casting Prabang

- Procession of Prabang from
Khmer

- The legend of Khoum Bourom

- Monthly festivals

- Legend Khathanam

-

uﬁnaﬁagmm:mﬁj / Mosaic wall decoration.
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Exhibition Plan

1. Front Gallery
. Prabang's Room
. Hall

. King's Reception Room

2

3

4

5. Gallery

6. Throne Hall

7. King's Library

8. Queen's Bedroom

9. King's Bedroom

10. Exhibition room (musical
dancing masks).

11. Dining Room

12. Queen's Reception Room

13. Secretary's Reception Hall

T Information / Ticket

. Entrance
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR THE MUSEUM

Visiting hours

Open Monday through Saturday with
letter of authorization. Visitors should
submit the letter of authorization one
day in advance to the office of the
museum. Letters of authorization can
be obtained from : Information and
culture division of Luang Prabang
province/tourist agency hotel /ad-
ministration of the village. Closed
Sundays and holidays such as Lao
New Year, Boat Festival, National Day,
and International New Year.
Entrance fee: Lao 200 K, Student
100 K, Foreign tourist 1,000 K, For-
eign expert 500 K.

The officials of the museum will guide
you through the museum and explain
the exibits in the Lao Language.

All visitors should dress appro-
priately

Lao No T-shirts / Men : No shorts
Women : No pants, shorts or skirt,
Must wear sin or ethnic costume.
Foreigner no shorts, T-shirts, or
sundresses.
To avoid any problems :
don t touch the objects on display,
n't smoke, no photographs or
ios. Park cars or trucks on main
ruad, they are not allowed inside the
gates, bicycles and motorbikes should
enter from the side gate and park near
the office.

Welcome to the museum
For further information contact the
Museum of Luang Prabang.

Tel (071) 21 2470 0or 21 2122
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