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“Cartes-de-visite” photographs of young monks and
novices

Mostly from the 1930s, these photographs were exchanged
between young monks and novices who had met during
their studies at Buddhist Institutes of Higher Education
in Cambodia, Thailand or Burma. On their backs, these
portraits often carry affectionate annotations, sometimes
in French, referring to shared studies at the Pali School of
Phnom Penh, or similar institutes in Bangkok and Mandalay.
Our collection of “cartes-de-visite” photographs shows the
intensity of exchanges between members of the Sangha
of the four Theravada countries in South East Asia. The
portraits of young Khmer monks preserved today in Luang
Prabang are a precious part of the Buddhist heritage of
Cambodia that has been so tragically lost.






Buddhist nuns from Vat Nong Sikhounmeuang during Vipassana
meditation near Vat Long Khun in the 1950s. Photographer: Sathou
Oune Hueane

Silver gelatine DOP print, 9.0 x 14.0 cm, Collection of Vat Nong
Sikhounmeuang, Archive Nr Ao714R/EAP Album Nr 17
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lllumination and fireworks for Bun Ook Phansa at Vat Nong
Sikhounmeuang in the 1960s. Photographer: Sathou Oune
Heuane

Silver gelatine DOP print, 9.0 x 13.8 cm, Collection of Vat Nong
Sikhounmeuang, Archive Nr Ao705R/EAP Album Nr 17
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PHRA OUNE HEUANE HASAPANYO
THE MONK PHOTOGRAPHER
VAT NONG SIKHOUNMUEANG
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A monk photographer

Sathou Nyai Oune Heuane lived as a monk at Vat Nong.
He was a photographer with special technical skills and
a keen eye for Buddhist ceremonies and the life and
travels of the monks of Luang Prabang. A great number
of his photographs are now part of the Buddhist Archive
of Photography. These pages show two themes that
form distinctive parts of his work: a documentation of
illuminations made for the celebration of the end of the
Buddhist lent at his monastery and photographs related
to meditation retreats of the nuns and laywomen of Ban
Vat Nong that were lead by the Abbot of Vat Nong, Sathou
Nyai Khamdee, during the 1950s.



Sathou Nyai Khamdee Desapanyoh (1889-1951)
Abbot of Vat Nong Sikhounmuang

Silver gelatine DOP print, 15.2 x 17.7 cm, Collection
of Vat Saen Sukhraram, Archive Nr B 0263R/Box B3

Sathou Nyai Khamphan Phattathammo (1922-2006)
Abbot of Vat Khom Kuang

Silver gelatine DOP print, 4.0 x 5.7 cm, Collection
of Vat Saen Sukharam, Archive Nr B 0173R/Box B2
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Sathou Nyai On Ta Santapanyoh (1923-2003)
Abbot of Vat Manorom

Silver gelatine DOP print (crop), 23.5 x 29.0
cm, Collection of Vat Manorom, Archive
Nr D 6391R/Box D1

Sathou Nyai Bounchan Phothichitto (1920-1996)
Abbot of Vat Xiengmuan Vachiramanghalaram

Silver gelatine DOP print, 18.7 x 24.2 cm, Collection
of Vat Xiengmuan, Archive Nr C2536R/in frame
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Sathou Nyai Saysamout Chotiko (1927-1992), Abbot
of Vat Pa Phon Phao

Cropped from a silver gelatine DOP print, 8.9 x 13.8 cm,
Collection of Vat Saen, Archive Nr Aco34R/Box A1
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Sathou Nyai Phoumy Phalappatto (1921-1995)
Abbot of Vat Nong Sikhounmeuang

Silver gelatine DOP print, 8.9 x 13.8 cm, Collection
of Vat Saen, Archive Nr. A0410R/Box A4
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Sathou Nyai Oun Heuane Hasapanyo
(1928-1982), from Vat Nong Sikhounmeuang

Hand painted silver gelatine DOP print,
17 X 25.3 cm, original in color, Collection of Vat
Saen Sukhamram, Archive Nr Boo25R/Box B7
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Sathou Nyai Kaenchan Kajjayana Maha Thera
(1892-1943), Abbot of Vat Saen Sukharam

Silver gelatine DOP print, 14.8 x 21.0 cm, Collection
of Vat Saen, Archive Nr B 0228R/Box B6
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MONK’S PORTRAITS
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Important monks of Luang Prabang

Covering a period from 1892 to 2007, these portraits
underline the importance given by members of the Sangha
to their own image during the changing times of the 20™
century. These very formal images were meant to represent
the respected senior monks and abbots inside and outside
their monasteries; they were given to important visitors
or sent to monasteries abroad. For the Lao people, these
photographs maintain a portion of the spiritual strength
and the sacredness that may be attributed to the monk
portrayed and mean much more than a souvenir or a
historic document. Each one of these great monks has
left his pupils a legacy of teaching and an example of
Buddhist life to the town and its people. His portrait is a
vivid reminder of his spiritual path.



Monks from Luang Prabang traveling to the caves of Pak Ou on
Lao New Year. Before 1975

Silver gelatine DOP print, 6.8 x 8.4 ¢cm, Collection of Vat Saen
Sukharam, Archive Nr Ao315R/Box A3
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Monks from Luang Prabang traveling by boat to the district of
Pak Ou. Before 1975

Silver gelatine DOP print, 6.8 x 8.4 cm, Collection of Vat Saen
Sukharam, Archive Nr Ao316R/Box A3
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Nak procession to Vat Chomkhao Manilat, Houaysai, Bokeo
province, before Upasombot ceremony, probably 1957

Silver gelatine DOP print, 6.8 x 9.3 cm, Collection of Vat Saen, Archive
Nr Ao325R/Box A3




PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE 1950s AND 1960s
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Master photographs

Interest in photography seems to have been particularly
high between 1950 and 1975. The Buddhist Archive contains
photographs that were taken with special format cameras,
and with different techniques of reproduction. Some rare
films and papers are being used. The three fine photographs
chosen for the following pages were taken outside of Luang
Prabang, on excursions and on the occasion of a central

ceremony of Theravada Buddhism, the ordination of a monk.

The photographers who took these photographs have yet
to be identified, which is part of the research project. It is
very likely that they were monks themselves.







Khamongkhoun Virachit (1909-1984), the elder brother of Sathou
Nyai Khamchan Virachitto, at the age of 13. Studio portrait, taken
in Luang Prabang in 1922. Photographer not identified.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 10.0 x 12.2 cm, Collection of Vat Saen,
Archive Nr Bo767R/Box B16
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Studio portrait of novice Khamfan in the year 1919 (later: Sathou
Nyai Khamfan Silasangvaro) during his studies of Buddhism and
Fine Art at Vat Po, Bangkok. Studio not identified.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 11.1 x 15.6 cm, Collection of Vat Khili, Archive
Nr C1971R/Box (15
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A group of monks from Luang Prabang, posing for a portrait at
Vat Oupmong, Vientiane, in 1937. Sathou Mahakhamphan Virachit
is sitting in the middle.

Silver gelatine glass plate negative, Collection of Vat Saen, Archive
Nr Goooz2R/digital file/glass plate negatives box
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THREE FORMAL PORTRAITS
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Three formal portraits

The large photograph of page 43 is a reproduction from
a glass negative. In spite of some damage, this is an
impressive image showing the variety of photographic
processes contained in the archive. Four young monks
are photographed as if they were sitting for a studio
photographer. The two following pages show studio
photographs: Novice Khamfan sits for his portrait in a
professional photographer’s studio in Bangkok, Thailand;
a young boy sits elegantly in the European fashion for
his portrait in a more improvised studio, set up in Luang
Prabang in the 1920s.
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Formal monk’s studio portrait of three Lao student monks while
studying Vipassana meditation in Bangkok, before leaving for
further studies in Burma. Probably 1967. Sathou Saysamut Chotiko
is on the right

Silver gelatine DOP print, 8.9 x13.8 cm, Collection of Vat Saen, Archive
Nr Aoo34R/Box A1
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Monks, novices and laypeople posing during a Vipassana
meditation retreat in the forests near Vat Nong Sakeow and Vat
Hat Siaow on the right bank of the Mekong. Probably 1922.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 17.2 x 11.3 cm, Collection of Vat Khili, Archive
Nr. C1170R/Box C8
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VIPASSANA MEDITATION
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Meditation traditions of Luang Prabang

Meditation is an essential spiritual practice for Buddhist
monks and laypeople. The archive contains iconographic
proof of the practice of Vipassana and Tudong exercise in
Luang Prabang for almost 100 years. Traditionally, the right
bank of the Mekong provided the sites for meditation;
after the foundation of Vat Pa Phon Pao in the 1970s by
Sathou Nyai Saysamut (1927-1992), this monastery became
another place for meditation retreats up to our time. Phra
Saysamut was a disciple of Phra Ajan Maha Pan Ananto,
the great Lao meditation teacher from Vat Sokpaluang in
Vientiane, who in the 1960s sent him for Vipassana studies
first to Bangkok, then to Burma.
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Monks and novices repairing the roof of the Sim of Vat Xiengthong
Rajavoravihan. Date uncertain, probably late 1970s

Silver gelatine DOP print, 25.4 x 20.5 cm, Collection of Vat
Xiengthong, Archive Nr CooggR/Box C1

Sathou Mao Manivangso (1921-2001), Abbot of Vat Xiengthong
Rajavoravihan, studio portrait of the late 1950s, probably Bangkok.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 18.9 x 12.7 cm, Collection of Vat
Xiengthong, Archive Nr Co396R/Box Cs
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SATHOU Nyal MAO MANIVANGSO
THE MONASTERY OF THE FLAME TREE
VAT XIENGTHONG RAJAVORAVIHAN
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Sathou Nyai Mao and Vat Xiengthong

The very fine silver gelatine print on page 32 of Sathou
Nyai Mao has been made with well set artificial light
in a studio, probably in the 1950s. The photograph was
discovered by the EAP team in the abbot’s kuti at
Vat Xiengthong, together with 488 other historic
photographs, after they had been told that there were no
photographs left after the abbot’s passing away, and that
Sathou Nyai Mao had not been known for an interest
in photography during his lifetime. The collection of Vat
Xiengthong is centered on restoration, architecture and
family ceremonies. It is an example for the variations that exist
between collections of different monasteries where special
interests and backgrounds of the collecting monks may be
noted. The unclear date of the second photograph hints
at the fact that research is still going on for many of the
archive’s photographs.

Sathou Nyai Mao Manivangso (1921-2001), Abbot of Vat Xiengthong
Rajavoravihan

Silver gelatine DOP print, 6.1 x 8.8 cm, Collection of Vat Xiengthong,
Archive Nr Coo28R/Box (3
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>enior monks of Luang Prabang posing for a portrait in front of the Taj Mahal during
a pilgrimage to India on 1st January, 1957. Sitting from left : Somdej Phrasagharaj
Dhammayana Maha Thera, Abbot of Vat Mai. Sathou Nyai Khamfan Silasangvaro,
Abbot of Vat Khili. Standing from left : Sathou Phatthamarn (Oun) Phattharamuni
from Vat Mai, Sathou Fanh Tissavangso from Vat Mai, Sathou Khamchan Virachitto,
Abbot of Vat Saen Sukharam, Phra Maha Samran from Vat Ongtoe, Vientiane and
Phra Maha Chantao, a lao student monk in India who was their guide.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 12.5 x 7.5 cm, Collection of Vat Khili. Archive Nr C1679R/Box
Ci4
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Reception ceremony for Somdej Phra Sangharaj Dhammayana
Maha Thera (Bounthan) and senior monks from Luang Prabang
at Vientiane airport on the occasion of the opening of a Lao
Buddhist Sangha conference on 26" February, 1953

Silver gelatine DOP print, 13.8 x 9.6 cm, Collection of Vat Khili, Archive
Nr C1795R/Box Ci4

Somdej Phrayautkeo Bhuddhasinoroj Sakonmahasanghapamogga,
somdej Phra Sangharaj Dhammayana Maha Thera (Bounthan)
(1892-1984) posing for a portrait at Vat Xiengthong Rajavoravihan
in 1936.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 10.3 x 15.3 cm, Collection of Vat Khili,
Archive Nr. C1021R/Box C8
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SOMDEJ PHRA SANGHARAJ DHAMAMAYANA MAHATHERA
THE SUPREME PATRIARCH
VAT MAI SUVANNAPHOUMARAM
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Somdej Phra Sangharaj Dhammayana Maha Thera

The abbot of Vat Mai, the leader of the Buddhist Sangha
of Laos, is depicted on page 27 in an official portrait
that was distributed to all monasteries. The portrait is a
reproduction of the 1960s from a group photograph of the
1930s where the important monk s sitting on a chair and looks
at the camera. The second photograph relates the solemn
reception of senior monks of Luang Prabang on February
26", 1953, at Wattay airport in Vientiane. They traveled by
plane to Vientiane to participate in a conference of the
Buddhist Sangha. Look at the pilot of the airplane who,
from his window in the cockpit, observes the historic scene
that is being photographed.

Somdej Phrayautkeo Bhuddhasinoroj Sakonmahasanghapamogga,
Somdej Phra Sangharaj Dhamamayana Mahathera (Bounthan)
(1892-1984), from Vat Mai Suvannaphoumaram.

Celluloid negative, Collection of Vat Saen, Archive Nr Gooo3R/
digital file/negative box






Senior monks of Luang Prabang posing for a portrait at Vat
Xienthong Rajavoravihan ini1936. Sitting from left: Sathou Nyai
Kaenchan Kajjayana 'Maha Thera (1892-1943), Abbot of Vat Saen
Sukharam, Somdej Phra Sangharaj Dhammayana Maha Thera
(Bounthan) (1892-1984), Abbot of Vat Longkhoun, Sathou Khamfan
Silasangvaro (1901-1987), Abbot of Vat Khili, and Sathou Somcheen.
Standing from left: Sathou Phoumy, Sathou Chanthee, Sathou
Chansouk and Sathou Uane Virasy

Silver gelatine DOP print, 1.8 x 16.9 cm, Collection of Vat Saen,
Archive Nr AooosR/Box A7

Sathou Khamfan Silasangvaro (1901-1987), studio portrait taken
during his studies of Buddhism and Fine Art in Bangkok,Thailand,
between 1923 and 1930

Silver gelatine DOP print, 29.7 x 45.0 cm, Collection of Vat Khili,
Archive Nr C1023R/Special Box
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PHRA KHAMFAN SILASANGVARO
THE ARTIST
VAT SUVANNA KHILI
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Monk, abbot, artist: Phra Khamfan of Vat Souvana Khili
An important part of the Buddhist Archive of Photography
is the collection of Sathou Nyai Khamfan Silasangvaro that
had been kept since his death in 1987 almost untouched
before the team of the “Endangered Archives Programme”
discovered it in July 2007. Single prints and albums of this
collection are often well preserved and show the knowing
hand of a monk who painted, designed monastery build-
ings and was himself a photographer. The photograph of
the abbot drawing was probably taken in the 1940s by a
French researcher doing a survey of Laos. A second print of
this photograph is preserved in the archives of the Ecole
Francaise d’Extréme-Orient in Paris.

Sathou Khamfan Silasangvaro (1901-1987), Abbot of Vat Khili, drawing
a watercolor picture on the verandah of the Sim of Vat Khili. Date

unknown.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 8.6 x 14.3 cm, Collection of Vat Khili, Archive

Nr C1378R/Box Cg
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A meeting of Buddhist friends at Vat That Khao, Vientiane, in April,
1937. Sitting from left : Sathou Maha Khamphan Virachit of Vat
Siphoutthabat and Sathou Maha Chansouk from Ban Pakhouay.
Standing from left: Keo Viphakorn, Khamphan Phanusit, Thongchan,
Uane Souksavat, Phoui Phutthasak, Phaeng Norlin, Novice Kham-
chan Virachit, Chao Souk Vongsak, Ounheuane, Houmphaeng
Soukkhasuem, unidentified boy, Khamtan Sadettan, Khamphan
Norasing, Dr. Phoui Sounthorn

Silver gelatine DOP print, 14.7 x 1.7 cm, Collection of Vat Saen,
Archive Nr. Aoos8R/Box A7

Sathou Khamchan Virachitto (1920-2007), Abbot of Vat Saen
Sukharam, at the age of 40 on 9" May 1960 in Saigon, during
a visit to Vietnam.

Silver gelatine DOP print, 8.9 x 13.8 cm, Collection of Vat Saen,
Archive Nr Ao827R/Box Asg



PHRA KHAMCHAN VIRACHITTA MAHA THERA
THE GREAT COLLECTOR
VAT SAEN SUKHARAM
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Hommage to a great monk, abbot and collector

Phra Khamchan Virachitta Maha Thera was a Buoddhist
monk for over 56 years. As abbot of Vat Saen Sukharam
he collected photographs related to Buddhism, pilgrimage,
the history of Laos, his family and his extensive travels
and laid the founding stone for the Buddhist Archive of
Photography. Highly venerated by the people of Luang
Prabang and the Theravada world, he passed away on
the 8™ of July, 2007. He left a rich spiritual legacy to the
people of Luang Prabang, as well as an important collec-
tion of Buddhist art, photographs, books and documents
that are the base for a planned Museum of Buddhism at
Vat Saen Sukharam.

Phra Lakkham Viravisoutthikhoun (Sathou Nyai Khamchan
Virachitta Maha Thera, 1920-2007), Abbot of Vat Saen Sukharam

Silver gelatine DOP print, 8.7 x13.2 cm, Collection of Vat Saen, Archive
Nr AoBo4qR/Box As



a revolution and deep social changes. Through the eyes of the
Theravada monks, they reflect these times and at the same time
are a consistent and highly articulate statement about a Bud-
dhist culture and tradition very little known to the outside world.
Lao Buddhism is different from the Buddhism of neighboring
countries. If there was need for a resolved proof for this fact, it
can be found in our photographs.

While the monks of Luang Prabang in their photographs had
great attention for their specific spirituality, for the portraits of
great monks and for their rich cultural and religious traditions,
they also had an extraordinarily open eye for the outside world.
We found proof of their exchange with other religions for more
than go years, for their pilgrimages and travel, and for continuous
relations with other Buddhist people in other countries. Isolated
as their city was for so many years, they found ways to be in
touch with Buddhist Lao people all over the world. Photography
played an important role in that.

We are grateful to all the institutions and people who sustain,
support and encourage our work. We sincerely thank the philan-
thropic gentleman who, with his gift to the archive, has made
the printing of a series of bilingual books on its contents possible.
Following gracious and ancient Buddhist tradition, he wishes to
remain anonymaous.

Luang Prabang, Laos
January 30", 2010

Hans Georg Berger
Khamvone Boulyaphone
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Following the wish of Phra Khamchan, the Buddhist Sangha
of Luang Prabang created the Buddhist Archive of Photography
and assigned an archive and work space at Sala Thammaviharn,
Vat Khili. Through the support of the British Library’s Endangered
Archives Programme, digitization of the archive’s photographs
and related documents, and research on its content, are now
under way. This work is done by a small team of local and foreign
researchers under the auspices of the Buddhist Sangha of Luang
Prabang District, The National Library of Laos and the Ministry
of Information and Culture of the Lao P.D.R. The aim of our work
is to make the archive accessible for researchers through high
quality digital copies that will be accessible in Luang Prabang,
Vientiane (National Library) and London (British Library). All original
photographs, being property of the Buddhist Sangha, will remain
in Luang Prabang.

This modest book for the first time shows a small selection of
the archive’s photographs to a larger public. We selected these
‘treasures’ along several lines of interpretation that at the moment
seemed interesting to us; other publications from the archive are
in preparation and will follow. Since December 2009, an exhibi-
tion of the selected photographs has been set up at the ancient
library of Vat Khili, Luang Prabang, that is open to the Lao and
to foreign visitors. A large format calendar has been produced
and was distributed as a dhamma gift to 8oo monks in Luang
Prabang and its surrounds where it is now used for teaching
novices and young monks.

Buddhist photographs of Luang Prabang have almost miracu-
lously survived the difficult times of the 20" century, when Laos
found itself in the middle of violent conflicts, war and civil war,

14



A unique collection of Buddhist photographs

We started our research on Buddhist photographs of Luang
Prabang in the year 2006 at the private reception room of The
Most Venerable Phra Khamchan Virachitta Maha Thera, Abbot of
Vat Saen Sukharam.The revered abbot, our teacher and mentor, had
collected and preserved a great number of historic photographs
in this room, for more than 70 years. He entrusted his collection
to us with the aim of finding ways to further preserve, identify
and publish these photographs. He held his collection as a rare
testimony of the history of Lao Buddhism and its rich spiritual
heritage; he wanted it to be available for future generations
of Lao people. As we worked on Phra Khamchan’s photographs,
and came across more and more surprising aspects of his
collection, we also discovered other collections of photographs in
other monasteries of Luang Prabang that had been hidden for
many years. Today, we know of 12 distinct collections containing
more than 35.000 photographs. They illustrate 120 years of Lao
Buddhism and are immensely valuable documents in regard
to the history of the 20th century, to Buddhist studies, ethnology,
anthropology, architecture and many other disciplines of research.
Some of these photographs are also pieces of art: two collections
put artistic interest in photography in the foreground, and there
is at least one artistic oeuvre that must be noted, done by a
monk-photographer, Phra Oune Heuane Hasapanyo.
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This publication honors the memory of
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Last official portrait of The Most Venerable Phra Khamchan Virachitta Maha
Thera, Abbot of Vat Saen Sukharam, Luang Prabang, taken on February 7, 2007.
Photograph by Hans Georg Berger

Silver gelatine DOP print, 18.2 x 24.4 cm, Collection of the Buddhist Archive
of Photography, Archive Nr Bo678R /Box B13
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