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This book was made possible
through the generosity of Shane
and Elizabeth Anderson of the
USA. Thank you!
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We have other books ready to print,
as soon as they have a sponsor. Can you help?

www.BigBrotherMouse.com
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The tale of Peter Rabbit
Published By Big Brother Mouse, Luang Prabang, Laos

First printing, first edition, October 2008
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Adapted from the story by Beatrix Potter

Translated by Thongkham Soumaloun
Illustrated by Chamlern Phothihoumphan
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Once upon a time there were four little rabbits, and their names were
Flopsy, Mopsy, Cotton-tail and Peter.

They lived with their mother in a hole in a big banyan tree.

“Now, my dears,” said old Mrs. Rabbit one morning, “You may go

[ into the fields or down the lane, but don’t go into Uncle Siphone’s
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Y our f%,ther had an accident there,” Mrs. Rabbit said as

she picked up her umbrella. “Aunt Sone made him into larp.

Now run along and don’t get into mischief. I am going out.”
Then old Ms Rabbit took a basket and went through the
woods to the market.

She boughf‘-a head of lettuce and five rice cakes.
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Flopsy, Mopsy and Cotton-tail were good little bunnies. They went
down the lane together to gather berries.
But Peter, who was very naughty, ran straight away to Uncle Siphone’s

garden and squeezed under the gate!
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First he ate some lettuce and some French beans.

Then he ate a carrot.
And then, feeling rather sick, he went to look for some parsley.

But around the end of a cucumber frame stood Uncle Siphone!
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Uncle Siphone was pulling weeds around the young cabbages, but he
jumped up and ran after Peter, calling out “Stop thief!”

Peter was dreadfully frightened; he rushed all over the garden, for he
had forgotten the way back to the gate.

He lost one shoe in the cabbages, and the other among the tomatoes.
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Atfter losing them, he ran on four legs and went faster. He might
have got away if he had not unfortunately run into a fishnet that Uncle
Siphone had been fixing, and got caught by the large buttons on his
jacket.

Peter thought he would soon be larp, and began to cry. But his
sobs were overheard by some friendly sparrows, who begged
him to exert himself.

Uncle Siphone came up with a basket
which he intended to pop over Peter, but
Peter wriggled out just in time, leaving
his jacket behind him.
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He rushed into the tool-shed and jumped into a can. It would have
been a beautiful thing to hide in, if it had not had so much water in it.
Uncle Siphone didn’t see Peter and began moving the flower pots. Sud-
denly Peter sneezed “Ker-choo!”

Uncle Siphone saw Peter and tried to grab him, but Peter ran back into
the garden.
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Peter sat down to rest. He was out of breath and trembling with fright,
and he didn’t know which way to go.
Also he was very damp from sitting in that can.

After a time he began to wander about, looking all around.
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He found a door in a wall; but there was no room for a fat little rabbit

to squeeze underneath.
He saw a mouse and asked her the way to the gate but she had a tiny
ear of corn in her mouth and could not answer. Peter began to cry.
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Then he came to a pond. A white cat was staring at some gold-fish.

She sat very still, but now and then the tip of her tail twitched. Peter went
away without speaking to her. He had heard about cats from his cousin.
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He went back towards the tool-shed, and then he saw Uncle Siphone.
Uncle Siphone’s back was turned towards Peter and beyond him was the
gate!

Peter started running as fast as he could go, along a straight walk
behind some bean bushes. Uncle Siphone saw him, but Peter did not care.
He slipped underneath the gate and was safe at last outside the garden.

Uncle Siphone hung up Peter’s little jacket and the shoes to make a

scare-crow to frighten the blackbirds.
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Peter never stopped running till he got home to the big banyan tree.

He was so tired that he went straight to bed. His mother was busy
cooking; she wondered what he had done with his clothes.

It was the second little jacket and pair of shoes that Peter had lost in a
month!

I am sorry to say that Peter was not very well during the evening. His
mother put him to bed and made some tea; and she gave a dose of it to
Peter. But—
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Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail had sticky rice and lettuce and mangoes
for supper.
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We hope you
enjoyed this

free book from

Selected Big Brother Mouse books are available online. We
invite you to:

* Print this book for personal use;

* Print copies for educational use in one school or location;

* Send the PDEF file to others:;

* Put a notice about these books on your website. Do not link
directly to a book, since these web addresses will change. Please
provide a link to our main site, where people can find the updated
list of books available for download.

You may not:

* Publish this book and sell or distribute 1t more widely that what
is permitted above, without permisson from Big Brother Mouse.
* Post the full book to a website. Please post only a link to our
site, as described above.

[f you like to read, please think about the many people in Laos
who don’t yet have access to any books at all. With your help, we
can make books available 1n every village in Laos. Please consid-
er sponsoring a book, or helping in other ways. Our website tells
more. Thank you!

BigBrotherMouse.com




And now, it’s time for 2 Book Party!

There is no good system for getting books to people in
rural Lao villages. So Big Brother Mouse holds book parties.
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First, we have to get there. Sometimes aaugnjgn.
that’s easy. Other times, it means hiking Sonesulilat wrote a
an hour or two. song about books,

which he and Kham
are teaching.
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To start this party, Khamla tells how he
wrote an alphabet book.
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At the end, each child gets to choose
a book — usually the first book they’ve
ever owned, and a source of great
pride and excitement.
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We leave 50 more books with the teacher, so
children can swap their book for a new one
after they read it.
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Over a million children in .aos have never read or owned a fun book.
Will you sponsor a Village book part}-f?

www.BigBrotherMouse.com
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Chamlern Phothihoumphan has been drawing
pictures since he was a child. He has also illus-

trated 7he Adventures of Anansi, Aesop’s Fables,
and One Foot, Two Feet.
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Peter Rabbit has been entertaining children for more than

a century. This is the first time his story has appeared in

Laos, and we made a few changes from the original story % g

for this Lao edition.
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Big Brother Mouse makes literacy fun for children
in Laos. You can help! Our website tells more.

www.BigBrotherMouse.com
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